RADIO REPORTING

Linda Gradstein

MONDAYS, WEDNESDAYS 5 – 7:30 PM

lindagradstein@gmail.com
Office Hours: By Appointment

The object of this course is to learn the basics of radio reporting and writing. Students will learn how reporting and writing for radio differs from writing for print and TV and the importance of using actuality and natural sound. Radio presents a unique partnership between the reporter and the listener --- as you describe a scene, the listener must imagine it. Writing for radio must be crisp and evocative at the same time. 

Students will produce several short radio pieces as well as two longer-format pieces, (5-6 minutes) one a news piece and one a feature piece. Each student will also make a class presentation.

Please come to the first class with at least two ideas for your feature piece.

Students should each buy an inexpensive digital recorder. The recommended make and model will be sent to you well before the class begins.

GRADING: CLASS PARTICIPATION: 30 PERCENT

ORAL PRESENTATION: 20 PERCENT

NEWS STORY: 25 PERCENT

FEATURE STORY: 25 PERCENT

DEADLINES: Deadlines are critical in the news business. Late work will be penalized. 

ATTENDANCE: Attendance is critical. Each class builds on the one before it. Please make every effort to attend all classes. Cellular phones must be turned off and NO TEXTING during class.

There will also be a MANDATORY field trip to the Newseum on a Sunday. The date will be announced at the beginning of the course.

TEXTBOOK: Broadcast News, Writing, Reporting and Producing, 4th Edition, by Ted White

Other readings as per the instructor. 

July 12 – INTRODUCTIONS AND WRITING EXERCISES

July 14 -- The history of radio. What makes good radio? We will listen to several pieces in class and analyze them.

July 19 – NEWSWRITING FOR RADIO

What makes writing for radio unique? How do I compress the information into such a short time? 

In-class exercise: Each student will write a 60 second radio news spot from a wire story.

July 21 – ACTUALITIES IN RADIO

How do we use actualities in radio? How do we choose actualities? How long should they be?

Classroom exercise: Students will interview each other and decide which actualities they would use if writing a profile.

July 26 – NATURAL SOUND IN RADIO – All bulldozers are not created equal!

How important is sound? 

Script for News Piece Due

July 28 GUEST SPEAKER --- MY CAREER IN RADIO BY NPR HOST OR CORRESPONDENT

Assignment: Proposal for Feature Piece

AUG 2 -- FEATURE WRITING FOR RADIO

What kinds of stories lend themselves to radio? We will analyze several longer-format radio pieces in class. 

Assignment: Following my suggestions, please re-write the news piece

AUG 4 – WRITING TO TAPE

How to write in and out of actualities to emphasize their impact

AUG 9 – WORKSHOP FINAL PIECES – PART 1 

We will listen to first drafts of final pieces and work together to improve them. 

August 11 – WORKSHOP FINAL PIECES – PART 2

Resource Center
If you believe you have a disability, then you should contact the Academic Resource Center

(arc@georgetown.edu) for further information. The Center is located in the Leavey Center, Suite 335. The Academic Resource Center is the campus office responsible for reviewing

documentation provided by students with disabilities and for determining reasonable

accommodations in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and University policies.

Writing Center
The Georgetown University Writing Center is a free writing resource open to all Georgetown students. Graduate and undergraduate students trained in teaching

writing are available to assist you at any stage of your writing process. Whether you are

just beginning to brainstorm or revising a later stage of your work, our goal is to provide

a collaborative center for the discussion of writing. The Writing Center offers assistance

in topic development, general organization, guidance on paper revisions, and specific or

recurring structural problems with writing. Consultants are not trained to proofread

papers for grammar or spelling errors, but rather to help individuals improve their own critical thinking, revision, and editing skills. http://writingcenter.georgetown.edu/
Plagiarism & Making Things Up: If you are caught, there will be severe disciplinary

consequences.

Ethics Statement
As signatories to the Georgetown University Honor Pledge, and indeed as good scholars and citizens you are expected to uphold academic honesty in all aspects of this course. You are expected to be familiar with the letter and spirit of the Standards of Conduct outlined in the Georgetown Honor System and on the Honor Council website. As faculty, I too am obligated to uphold the Honor System and report all suspected cases of academic dishonesty. For more information, please visit:

http://gervaseprograms.georgetown.edu.he/index/html.

Honor System: Students are expected to abide by the Georgetown University Honor

System. If you have not already done so, please familiarize yourself with the material and

information posted on the Honor Council's website:

http://gervaseprograms.georgetown.edu/he/index.html.

Georgetown University Honor Pledge
In the pursuit of the high ideals and rigorous standards of academic life, I commit myself to respect and uphold the Georgetown University Honor System: to be honest in any academic endeavor, and to conduct myself honorably, as a responsible member of the Georgetown community, as we live and work together.

