Journalism of Conscience

Spring 2010

Professor Linda Kramer Jenning

Email: lk78@georgetown.edu
Office hours by appointment

Journalism of Conscience: 

Storytelling with a Purpose
This course focuses on journalism that can make a difference. As a journalist, you have the power to shine a light on people and issues too often lost in the shadows. You will use that power to report and write a substantive article. You will receive intensive feedback through the workshop format. We also will explore how your project could work in a multimedia platform. Assigned reading focuses on the work of writers who give “voice to the voiceless.” 

Required reading:

Telling True Stories, Mark Kramer and Wendy Call, Plume.

Half the Sky, Nicholas D. Kristof and Sheryl WuDunn, Knopf.

In addition, we will read articles selected by the professor and by the students that reflect the journalism of conscience.

Recommended reading:
There Are No Children Here, by Alex Kotlowitz, Anchor.

Random Family, by Adrian Nicole LeBlanc, Scribner.

Students are encouraged to read widely in magazines like The New Yorker, Harper’s and The Atlantic Monthly. Students seeking more guidance on narrative reporting and writing may find the following books helpful:

Writing for Story, by Jon Franklin, Plume. 

On Writing Well, by William Zinsser, HarperCollins.

Writing Tools, by Roy Peter Clark, Little Brown.

Assignments:
Specific guidelines will be provided in a separate handout for each assignment.

· Author presentation: students in pairs will give an oral presentation on a journalist whose work reflects the theme of conscience. A selection of that author’s work should be distributed to the class ahead of time.

· Workshop critique: each student will serve as “lead reviewer” for another student’s paper during a workshop discussion.

· Article: report, write and revise a magazine length feature article in keeping with the theme of conscience. The article will be broken down into components to workshop in class throughout the semester. 

GRADING 
Article (including all components, drafts and revisions):  50 percent

Author presentation: 15 percent

Workshop lead reviewer: 15 percent

Class participation (attendance, punctuality, and active engagement in workshops:  20 percent

[Graduate course grades include A, A-, B+, B, B-, C, and F.  There are no grades of C+, C-, or D]
CLASS SCHEDULE

(The Author Presentations will be scheduled throughout the semester.)

Jan. 19: Introduction 

Discussion of class format and expectations. Come to class with initial ideas for your conscience story.

Assignment for next class: One-page story proposal 

Read Part I and Part II of Telling True Stories
Begin Half the Sky
Jan. 26: Ideas that Work

Discussion of story proposals and how to report them out. 

Assignment for next class: Part III and IV of Telling True Stories. Initial list of proposed interviews and reporting resources.

Feb. 2: Art of the Interview

How to do an in-depth interview and develop it into a conversation.

Discussion of Telling True Stories.
Assignment for next class: Interview transcript

Read Parts V and VI of Telling True Stories.

Feb. 9: Story Development

The class will act as a news desk to review reporting/research plans. 

Assignment for next class: Read Part VII of Telling True Stories. Continue reading Half the Sky. 

Update source list and summarize reporting progress. 

Feb. 16: From Lead to Kicker 

A closer look at the craft of nonfiction writing.

Assignment for next class: Write up one scene or descriptive passage for your article. Finish reading Telling True Stories.

Feb. 23: Workshop

Critiques of scenes.

Discussion of Telling True Stories.
Assignment for next class: in-depth research of one element or detail significant to your story. 

Finish Half the Sky
March 2: Humanitarian Crises 

Discussion of Half the Sky. Updates on research and reporting progress.

Assignment for next class: story outline and draft of opening (lead and nut graf). 

(Spring Break March 5-14)
March 16: Workshop 

Critiques of story openings.

Assignment for next class: first draft of your story. 

March 23: Workshop first drafts for Group 1

Assignment for students whose papers were discussed: follow up reporting and revising based on the workshop critique of your story.

March 30: Workshop first drafts for Group 2 

Assignment for students whose papers were discussed: follow up reporting and revising based on the workshop critique of your story. 

April 6: Workshop first drafts for Group 3 

Assignment for students whose papers were discussed: follow up reporting and revising based on the workshop critique of your story. 

April 13: Workshop revisions for Group 1

April 20:  Workshop revisions for Group 2

April 27: Workshop revisions for Group 3

UNIVERSITY POLICIES AND RESOURCES:
Students with Disabilities Policy

Students with documented disabilities have the right to specific accommodations that do not fundamentally alter the nature of the course. Students with disabilities should contact the Academic Resource Center (Leavey Center, Suite 335; 202-687-8354; arc@georgetown.edu; http://ldss.georgetown.edu/index.cfm) before the start of classes to allow time to review the documentation and make recommendations for appropriate accommodations.  If accommodations are recommended, you will be given a letter from ARC to share with your professors.  You are personally responsible for completing this process officially and in a timely manner.  Neither accommodations nor exceptions to policies can be permitted to students who have not completed this process in advance.  

Georgetown Honor System

All students are expected to maintain the highest standards of academic and personal integrity in pursuit of their education at Georgetown.  Academic dishonesty in any form is a serious offense, and students found in violation are subject to academic penalties that include, but are not limited to, failure of the course, termination from the program, and revocation of degrees already conferred.

All students are held to the Honor Code.

The Honor Code pledge follows:

In the pursuit of the high ideals and rigorous standards of academic life, I commit myself to respect and uphold the Georgetown University Honor System: To be honest in any academic endeavor, and To conduct myself honorably, as a responsible member of the Georgetown community, as we live and work together. 

PLAGIARISM

The Georgetown University Honor System defines plagiarism as "the act of passing off as one's own the ideas or writings of another.” More guidance is available through the Gervase Programs at http://gervaseprograms.georgetown.edu/honor/system/53377.html
University Resources

MPS Writing Resource Program (Lauinger Library, 217A; 202-687-4246; http://writingcenter.georgetown.edu/)

Academic Resource Center (Leavey Center, Suite 335; 202-687-8354; arc@georgetown.edu; http://ldss.georgetown.edu/)

Counseling and Psychiatric Services (One Darnall Hall; 202-687-6985; http://caps.georgetown.edu/)

