Georgetown School of Continuing Studies

China’s Economic Development: Challenges, Opportunities and Implications for America

BLHS Fall 2009

Syllabus

Instructor: Paula Harrell, Ph.D.                                        Wednesdays   

Adjunct Professor of Liberal Studies                                Sept 9 – Dec 9 

E-mail: psh24@georgetown.edu                                      6:15 PM - 8:55 PM

Tel: 301-980-7748                                                            

Office hours: by appointment                                            

Course Description and Objectives: The purpose of this course is to provide an overview of patterns and issues in China’s economy over the past sixty years. The course examines two broad periods, strikingly different in their policies and outcomes: 1) the Maoist period, 1949-1979, characterized by a command economy, collectivization, and, ultimately, economic stagnation, and 2) the thirty years beginning with Deng’s 1979 shift to market socialism, a period of high growth rates and achievement of global economic power on the one hand, yet, on the other, of growing income inequality, urban poverty and environmental degradation. For all its unbalanced economic development, China 2009 is the world’s third largest economy and America’s biggest creditor. How it manages the current global economic crisis—as effectively as it did the 1998 Asian crisis or not—has enormous implications for America’s own future. The course aims to help students understand the China model of economic development and where China and the US might jointly provide global leadership on a host of economic issues as the 21st century proceeds. This course fulfills BALS non-Western requirement among others.
Teaching Method and Requirements: Material will be presented through lectures, student-led discussions, videos and occasional guest speakers. Students are expected to attend each and every class. If a student misses more than two classes, the student’s status in the class must be reviewed by the Associate Dean. The final grade for the course will be based on two short quizzes (20%), a 6-8 page paper (30%), a final exam (25%) and class participation (25%). Factors considered under the participation component include punctuality, attentiveness, a willingness to comment and answer questions in class, demonstrated familiarity with the assigned reading materials, awareness of current China media reports, and active responses to student-led discussions. Please see the BALS Student Handbook for a listing of the official undergraduate grading system.

Resources and Policies: 

Please consult the BALS Student Handbook for honor code policies. 

This course requires good writing skills. Should you feel you need assistance in this regard, be sure to take advantage of the free coaching available at the University Writing Center: http://writingcenter.georgetown.edu

Disabilities: If you have a disability, contact the Academic Resource Center at 202-687-8354 for information about accommodations.

Required books (available for purchase in the University Bookstore):

Naughton, Barry. 2007. The Chinese Economy: Transitions and Growth. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press.


C. Fred Bergsten et al. 2008. China’s Rise: Challenges and Opportunities. Washington, D.C.: Peterson Institute for International Economics and Center for Strategic and International Studies.

Recommended books:


Scott, David. 2008. ‘The Chinese Century’? The Challenge to Global Order.
New York: Palgrave Macmillan.


Qiang, Christine Zhen-wai. 2007. China’s Information Revolution: Managing the Economic and Social Transformation. Washington, DC: The World Bank.

Yusuf, Shahid editor. 2008. China Urbanizes: Consequences, Strategies and Policies. Washington, DC: The World Bank.

Class Schedule
Introduction
Session 1: Review of syllabus, course objectives, course requirements, assigned books

Session 2: China’s geographical setting, resource endowments, pre-1949 constraints to growth

Naughton, The Chinese Economy, 1-54
Session 3: The Human Dimension of China’s Economic Development


DVD: “In Search of China”


Naughton, The Chinese Economy, 161-178
Mao’s Command Economy, 1949-1979: Prioritizing Industry, Collectivizing Agriculture

Session 4: Politics in Command and the Impact of the ‘Leap Forward’ Approach to Industrial Growth

Naughton, 55-84


Lardy, Nicholas, “The First Five Year Plan, 1953-1957,” and “The Great Leap Forward and After,” in The Cambridge History of China, vol. 14.

Becker, Jaspar, Hungry Ghosts: Mao’s Secret Famine, 99-112, 255-266
Session 5: Dilemmas of Collectivization: Equity vs Output 

Naughton, 231-240, 252-274


Chan, Anita et al, Chen Village Under Mao and Deng, 13-26, 74-97
Session 6: China 1978: Reversing the Tide of Agrarian Socialism

Naughton, 85-98

Oi, Jean C. “Commercializing China’s Rural Cadres.” Problems of Communism, Sep-Oct 1986, 1-15 
Rising China: On the Long Path from Planned to Market Economics, 1979-2009 
Session 7: Transforming the Countryside: Private Plots, Rural Enterprise, and Changes in Rural-Urban Labor Flows 

Naughton, 113-136, 148-158, 271-298

Chan, Chen Village Under Mao and Deng, 267-309
Session 8: Industry Evolving: Searching for a Path to Sustainable Economic Growth

DVD: China Rises: “Getting Rich”

Naughton, 297-348

Session 9: Technology Policy and the Knowledge-based Economy

Naughton, 349-372


Qiang, Christine Zhen-wai, China’s Information Revolution: Managing the Economic and Social Transformation (World Bank)

Session 10: China as a Global Economic Power: Implications for the US

Naughton, 377-423

Bergsten, China’s Rise, 9-31

China’s Persistent Challenges
Session 11: Energy Demands, Environmental Controls, and Implications for the US

Naughton, 333-343, 587-503


Bergsten, “Energy Implications of China’s Growth,” 137-162

Session 12: Growing Income Disparity

Naughton, 209-227


Albert Park, “Rural-Urban Inequality in China,” in China Urbanizes: Consequences, Strategies, and Policies (World Bank)

Session 13: Overcoming Poverty: Success and Its Limits

Guest speaker: World Bank China Department

John Taylor, “Poverty and Vulnerability,” in China Urbanizes (World Bank)


UNDP/China Development Research Foundation, Report 2005, http://www.undp.org.cn/downloads/nhdr2005/NHDR2005_complete.pdf 


Chen Shaohua and Martin Ravallion, “China’s (uneven) Progress against Poverty,” Journal of Development Economics, Research Working Paper #3408
Session 14: 2009: A Watershed Year for US-China Economic Ties?

Kenneth Lieberthal, “China’s Environmental Crisis and Prospects for the Future,” www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/events/2009/0205_china_climate.pdf

Wing Thye Woo, “China’s Short-term and Long-term Economic Goals and Prospects,” www.brookings.edu/testimony2009/0217_chinas_economy_woo.aspx
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