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A. FOCUS AND ORGANIZATION OF SEMINAR:  

This is a comprehensive course on the conceptualization and development of the sociology and anthropology of religion.  We will explore the history of religion as a concept in social philosophy and its incorporation into the social sciences.  In addition we will study the new sociology of religion theorists, particularly the research of cultural and civil society rituals and practices as religious phenomena.  After laying the theoretical groundwork for religion and society, we will learn how to analyze religious phenomena in different case studies.  In so doing we will also learn how different methodologies such as ethnographic field work, community-based research projects, interview and focus group strategies, quantitative and web-based technologies, and social histories help us critically analyze the interface of religion and society.  

Students will be encouraged to be involved in community-based research throughout the semester  (fourth credit option).  There will be a required midterm exam on the theory of religion and a final small group project based on the integration of theory and practice.
1. ORGANIZATION: The seminar will be organized so that there will be maximum student participation.  This will require each student to have read the required readings for the week and be prepared to participate in class discussion.  Every week the professor will provide an overview of the seminar’s theme.  There will be at least two student leaders each week who will provide at least three critical questions that will be discussed that week.  These questions can be developed with the help of the professor.  The questions will be distributed by e-mail before the class meets.

2. ATTENDANCE:  Because of the seminar nature of this course it is important to attend every class session and to fulfill your hours at your community-based partner.  If you cannot attend please inform the professor by e-mail or phone. (10% of grade)

3. DISCUSSION LEADERS:  Each student will be required to assist in directing at least one class discussion during the semester.  It will be helpful to meet with the professor before the assigned day. (15% of grade)

4. MIDTERM EXAM:  There will be a take home midterm exam on operationalizing sociology of religion theory and practice.  The questions will be distributed in class two weeks prior to the due date.  The exam will require from 8 to 10 pages of work: typewritten, double-spaced, and references.  (35% of grade)

5. RESEARCH PROJECT:  One research project is required of each student— either as an academic research project or a community-based research project. Individuals will provide weekly progress reports on their research activities, which will serve as the basis of their individual evaluation. (40% of grade)

6. GRADING SCHEDULE:
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B. REQUIRED READING:  Please note that throughout the syllabus the text is noted in block letters followed by the chapter, section, article, etc.  You are required to read 50 to 150 pages per week for this course.  It is especially important to have read the materials before the Thursday class discussion.

READER:

Michelle READER.  2003.  Handbook of the Sociology of Religion.  New York: Cambridge University Press.

C. COMMUNITY-BASED RESEARCH PARTNERS:  Note that if you commit yourself to the fourth-credit option,  you are required to be engaged in your research project at least four hours per week.  You are required to turn in a signed time sheet with your hours.
D. DIVISION OF COURSE: Each week there will be a general theme for the class.  On Tuesdays the professor will lecture or lead a general discussion of the reading assignment.  On Thursdays students will lead the discussion through the critical questions they have developed.  Also on Thursdays there will be team reports on their community-based research once the projects commence.

1.   General Theory: Religion and Society… the Sociology of Religion

WEEK 1: Overview of the Course; Logistics; Presentation of Community-Based Learning Ideas for Course

WEEK 2: Introduction to the Course— Religion in the Social Sciences


HANDOUT: Definitions of Religion and Society

READER: Part One—Religion as a Field of Sociological Knowledge, pp 3-78

WEEK 3: Cultural Issues and the Social Construction of Religion: Religion as a Cultural Model

BLACKBOARD:

Swidler, Ann. 1986. "Culture in Action: Symbols and Strategies." American Sociological Review 51:273-286.




( Article can be found at: www.jstor.org/
HANDOUT:  Palacios, Joseph. 2007. The Catholic Social Imagination. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press.  Chapter 2, pp 21-63.

WEEK 4: Sociological Methods and the Study of Religion


READER: Part Two, pp 79-109

WEEK 5: Conceptual Challenges for Sociology of Religion


READER: Part Two, pp 110-150

2. Religion and Social Change:

WEEK 6: Religion, Politics, and Civil Society

READER: Part Five, pp 297-347
WEEK 7: Religion, Politics, and Civil Society


READER, Part Five, pp 348-384

WEEK 8: “Faith-Based” Social Issues and Public Life
READER: Part Six, pp 385-422

( Distribution of Midterm Exam and Review of Exam

3. Religion and Global Issues:

WEEK 9: Persistency of Religion in the 21st Century


BLACKBOARD:
Oh, Gods! by Toby Lester

... Religion didn't begin to wither away during the twentieth century, as some academic experts had prophesied. Far from it. And the new century will probably see ...

http://www.theatlantic.com/doc/200202/lester
( MIDTERM EXAM DUE IN CLASS

WEEK 10: Islam, The West, and Modernity


BLACKBOARD:

“Roots of Muslim Rage,” by Bernard Lewis, Atlantic Monthly, September 1990.

“What Went Wrong? By all standards of the modern world—economic development, literacy, scientific achievement—Muslim civilization, once a mighty enterprise, has fallen low. Many in the Middle East blame a variety of outside forces. But underlying much of the Muslim world's travail may be a simple lack of freedom,” by Bernard Lewis, Atlantic Monthly, Atlantic Monthly, January 2002.

“The Crescent and the Tricolor: France today has more Muslims than practicing Catholics, and couscous has arguably become the country's national food,” by Christopher Caldwell, Atlantic Monthly, November 2000.
WEEK 11: Reconfiguring Christianity: Colonized become Evangelizers


BLACKBOARD:


“The Next Christianity,” by Philip Jenkins, Atlantic Monthly, October 2002.

“Defender of the Faith: Why all Anglican eyes in London are nervously fixed on a powerful African archbishop,” by Philip Jenkins, Atlantic Monthly, November 2003.

WEEK 12: Thinking through Fundamentalism


BLACKBOARD:

“Fundamentalism,” by R. Scott Appleby; Martin E. Marty, Foreign Policy, No. 128. (Jan. - Feb., 2002), pp. 16-18+20-22. 

“Fundamentalism and the Resurgence of Religion,” by Martin Riesebrodt, Numen, Vol. 47, No. 3, Religions in the Disenchanted World. (2000), pp. 266-287. 

“Religion and Women: Islamic Modernism versus Fundamentalism,” by Mansoor Moaddel, Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion, Vol. 37, No. 1. (Mar., 1998), pp. 108-130. 

4.   Reconfiguration of Religion in the United States:


WEEK 13:  From “Judeo-Christian Ethos” to Religious Righteousness


BLACKBOARD:

“Exploring the Social Sources of Denominationalism: Schisms in American Protestant Denominations, 1890-1980,” by Robert C. Liebman; John R. Sutton; Robert Wuthnow, American Sociological Review, Vol. 53, No. 3. (Jun., 1988), pp. 343-352. 

“Religion as Political Resource: Culture or Ideology?,” by Rhys H. Williams, Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion, Vol. 35, No. 4. (Dec., 1996), pp. 368-378. 

“The Catholic Church and Possible "Organizational Selves": The Implications for Institutional Change,” by Michele Dillon, Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion, Vol. 38, No. 3. (Sep., 1999), pp. 386-397. 

WEEK 14: Alexis de Tocqueville Revisited

BLACKBOARD:

“THAT THE AMERICANS APPLY THE PRINCIPLE OF SELF-INTEREST RIGHTLY UNDERSTOOD TO RELIGIOUS MATTERS,” Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America
“PRINCIPAL CAUSES WHICH TEND TO MAINTAIN THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC IN THE UNITED STATES, excerpted from Democracy In America, Chapter XVII.

“In the Footsteps of Tocqueville,” by Bernard-Henri Lévy, The Atlantic Monthly; May 2005; In the Footsteps of Tocqueville; Volume 295, No. 4; 54-89.
WEEK 15: Religion in a Postmodern World

BLACKBOARD:

Bernard Lewis, “I’m Right, You’re Wrong, Go to Hell,” The Atlantic Monthly, May 2003.

“Religion, European secular identities, and European integration,” by José Casanova, Transit 27 (2004) (German version).

“The Future of Religion and the Future of New Religions,” by Massimo Introvigne (http://www.cesnur.org/2001/mi_june03.htm).
FINAL EXAM PERIOD:  We will meet at the final exam period for presentations of research projects.  All students are required to attend.  Failure to attend will result in a reduction of both the project and attendance final scores.
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