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Overview

2009 finds China a global power on the rise. The People’s Republic of China (PRC) appears to be acting as a responsible member of the international community, whether on the United Nations Security Council or on humanitarian missions around the globe. China’s representatives are cultivating relations with the United States and a host of other countries and even encouraging travel and trade between the PRC and its former Nationalist foes on the island of Taiwan. Chinese representatives are working overseas to acquire reliable access to oil and other natural resources. While asserting sovereignty over islands in the East China Sea and the South China Sea claimed by Japan and other nations, the PRC has not pressed those claims. The People’s Liberation Army has focused on modernizing its ground, air, and naval forces but not on a threatening crash basis. Indeed, China has endeavored mightily to impress the world, evidenced by the spectacular August 2008 Olympics, with its desire to be seen as a “normal” nation and a “stakeholder” for insuring international peace and harmony.  

And yet doubts persist among many Americans about China’s attitudes toward basic human rights, free political expression, representative government, and especially the use of military force to resolve international crises. The same government and party—the Communist Party—has ruled the country since 1949. Memories remain strong of Chairman Mao Zedong’s bellicose regime. Understanding China’s recent past and its interaction with the U.S. can provide insight on the Asian nation’s goals and how its current leaders intend to accomplish them.  

The purpose of this course is to provide understanding of the interaction—primarily confrontation—between the United States and the PRC during the long Cold War. In particular, the course will explore how the two countries dealt with each other in diplomatic, military, and ideological terms. Individual cases will include the Korean War, advent of nuclear weapons, Taiwan Straits Crises, Vietnam War, Shanghai understanding of 1972, and the denouement of the Cold War.  

Class Requirements: This class will consist primarily of lectures but with time set aside for in-class discussion of the issues and readings. In addition to assigned readings, students are expected to maintain awareness of current major developments affecting the U.S. and China through daily reference to a domestic news source such as the Washington Post and a foreign news source such as the BBC or on-line news information source. Students are encouraged to invest in an up-to-date world atlas in order to familiarize themselves with the locations and geography related to U.S.-Chinese interaction. Students are required to attend all class meetings and complete class requirements within the stated time limits. Requests for extensions will be considered for actual emergency situations only. 

Examinations: There will be a mid-term and a final exam. The exams will consist primarily of essay responses to questions designed for you to demonstrate your knowledge of the subject matter. These exams are closed-book. (25% each)

Paper: Each student will be required to write a 12-page paper (double-spaced, 1” margins, 12 pt) that describes and analyses a particular episode or event, diplomatic negotiation, key people, armed forces, economic interaction, or similar topic relating to the U.S.-PRC Cold War confrontation. A list of acceptable topics from which the student will choose will be made available. No two students will analyze the same topic. (25%).

Discussion: Students are expected to complete the assigned readings prior to each session and be prepared to discuss their salient points. (25%) 

Academic Honesty: Violations of the University Honor System, to include plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty, will not be tolerated and will be brought to the immediate attention of the Dean of Continuing Studies. Consult the Georgetown University Undergraduate Bulletin for additional information and guidance. 

Readings: The required texts are available at the University bookstore and also at major online book retailers. Some reserve readings will be handed out in class, others are available at the university library. 

Chang, Gordon H., Friends and Enemies: The United States, China, and the Soviet Union, 1948-1972 (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1990). 

Chang, Jung and Jon Halliday, The Unknown Story of Mao (New York: Anchor Books, 2005).

Fairbank, John K., China: A New History (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1992). 

Garver, John W., Face Off: China, the United States, and Taiwan’s Democratization (Seattle: University of Washington Press, 1997). 

Marolda, Edward J., The Approaching Storm: Conflict in Asia, 1945-1965 (Washington: Naval History and Heritage Command/GPO, 2009). 
Stueck, William, Rethinking the Korean War: A New Diplomatic and Strategic History (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2002). 

Zhai, Qiang, China and the Vietnam Wars, 1950-1975 (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2000).  

Westad, Odd Arne, Brothers in Arms: The Rise and Fall of the Sino-Soviet Alliance, 1945-1963 (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1998). 

Class Schedule: 

1)
America and China, 1927-1944 (14 Jan)

Fairbank, pp. 255-323

2)
The End of World War II and U.S. Occupation of North China (21 Jan)

Fairbank, pp. 324-34

Gordon Chang, pp. 1-41

3)
The Chinese Civil War (28 Jan)

Gordon Chang, pp. 42-76

Chang and Halliday, 306-16. 

4)
U.S. and Chinese Intervention in the Korean War (4 Feb)

Stueck, pp. 1-8; 87-117

5)
U.S.-Chinese Conflict during the Korean War (11 Feb) 

Stueck, pp. 118-81; 213-39

6)
The Indochina War (18 Feb)

Zhai, pp. 1-64

Marolda, pp. 1-33
7)
The First Taiwan Straits Crisis and Hostilities on the China Coast (25 Feb) 

Fairbank, pp. 345-67

Gordon Chang, pp. 81-142

8)
The Second Taiwan Straits Crisis and the Sino-Soviet Split (4 Mar)

Gordon Chang, pp. 143-228

Chen Jian in Westad, pp. 257-77

Westad in Westad, pp. 165-82

Spring Break: 5-14 Mar

9)
Mid-Term Exam (18 Mar) 

10)
The Struggle for Southeast Asia, 1959-1968 (25 Mar) 

Gordon Chang, pp. 228-84

Zhai, pp. 92-175

Chang and Halliday, 493-516
Marolda, pp. 35-82

Easter Break: 31 Mar-4 Apr

11)      The Struggle for Southeast Asia, 1968-1975 (8 Apr) 


Zhai, pp. 176-222


Gordon Chang, pp. 285-94


Chang and Halliday, 568-78

12)       Post-Vietnam Conflicts and Changing Allegiances, 1975-1979 (15 Apr)


Chang and Halliday, 597-616

**** Note: Due date for everyone’s 12-page paper: (15 Apr)

13)
America and China in the Era of Deng Xiaoping and Ronald Reagan (29 Apr)

Fairbank, pp. 406-26

Garver, 3-26; 35-45

14)
America and China Since the End of the Cold War (6 May) 


Garver, pp. 96-126; 148-66 
15)
Final Exam (13 May)
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