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Class Information 
Time: Tuesdays 6:30pm-9:30pm

Dates: January 19, 2009-April 27, 2009
Location: Room TBA, Georgetown Center for Continuing and Professional Education, 3101 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 200, Arlington VA 22201. This location is across the street from the Clarendon Metro stop

Overview
· Three quotes by Plato, attributed to Socrates, provide the themes for this class:
· “For we are debating no trivial question, but the manner in which a man ought to live.” The Republic (c. 360 BC). 
· “The unexamined life is not worth living.” The Apology (c. 390 BC).
· “[W]e shall be better, braver, and more active men if we believe it right to look for what we don't know than if we believe there is no point in looking because what we don't know we can never discover.” The Meno (c. 380 BC). 

· A signature piece of a Jesuit education is the study of ethics. Ethical issues have been debated and discussed throughout history and many of the issues which confronted society in classical times are still with us today. As society grows more complex, ethical issues also grow more complex. While all core courses in the Bachelor of Arts in Liberal Studies curriculum explore human values and moral issues in particular historical contexts, in this required core course students are introduced to the classical issues in ethics and are required to think, speak and write critically about the three most influential ethical theories and their major derivative theories:: 1) virtue ethics, 2) duty ethics, and 3) utilitarianism. We will also study modern and contemporary interpretations of these traditional theories. Finally, the traditional theories are applied to critical ethical issues confronting society today. Applied ethics topics include social justice, abortion, bioethics, capital punishment, just war, and political ethics.
· Georgetown is a center for the study of ethics:
· Georgetown is the oldest Jesuit university in the country and remains committed to the tenets of a Jesuit education: passion for quality; study of the humanities and sciences; an emphasis on ethics and values; the importance of religious experience; and a commitment to being person-centered. 
· The School of Continuing Studies offers numerous courses and advanced degrees in ethics and related subjects. The Liberal Studies program offers a concentration in “Ethics and the Professions.” A student may also obtain a masters degree in the same concentration, “Ethics and the Professions.”
· The Kennedy Institute for Ethics is the world’s oldest and most comprehensive academic bioethics center.
· Dr. Edmund Pellegrino, emeritus professor of medicine and medical ethics, was the Chairman of the President’s Council on Bioethics from 2005- June 2009.
· Georgetown offers many social justice and service opportunities, please see the university website for the numerous opportunities available.
· Georgetown Law Center has a well-regarded Journal of Legal Ethics. 

Instructor 
Paul M. Lewis, Esq. 

Adjunct Professor of Liberal Studies 

Director, Office of Legislative Counsel, U.S. Department of Defense 

Work Phone: (703) 697-1305
Office website: http://www.dod.mil/dodgc/olc 

E-mails: pl33@georgetown.edu; Paul.Lewis@osd.mil 

Professor Lewis is the former Counsel to the Chairman of the Committee on Standards of Official Conduct (Ethics Committee) for the U.S. House of Representatives. 
He is available before and after class for consultation and you may e-mail questions at any time. He is also available by appointment at the Pentagon. 

Learning Objectives 
After completing this course, a student should be able to answer the following key questions:
· What is ethics?

· What is the purpose of ethics?

· What is good?

· What is happiness?

· What is morality?

· Are ethics rules objective or subjective?

· What is more important, self or society?

· The relationship between ethics and religion.

· The relationship between ethics, religion, and science.

· What is reality?

· What is the nature of knowledge?

· Apply a standard method of analysis to ethical questions and moral dilemmas.

· Discuss virtue ethics.
· Discuss duty ethics.

· Discuss utilitarian ethics. 

· Discuss modern and contemporary interpretations of the major ethical theories. 

· Apply each of the major ethical theories to modern ethical problems.

Textbook 
· There is no assigned textbook. Assigned readings are posted on Blackboard.

· A list of standard textbooks that students may find useful is posted on Blackboard. 

Grading 
Grades will be determined as follows: 

· 98% to 100% = A+

· 92% to 97% = A

· 90% to 91% = A- 

· 88% to 89% = B+

· 82% to 88% = B

· 80% to 81% = B-

· 78 % to 79 % = C+

· 73% to 77% = C

· 70% to 72% = C-

· 66 % to 69 % = D

· 65% and below = F 

An “A” constitutes outstanding work; “B” work is good, above what is required by the assignment; “C” is satisfactory, meets basic requirements of the assignment; “D” is a minimal pass; “F” is failure. Grades are not curved, i.e., you are evaluated based on your own work and not in comparison to your classmates.  The grading philosophy for the course and specific requirements for each assignment are described in more detail on Blackboard. 

Weekly assignments will be usually be graded within a week of submission and comments will be e-mailed to students.  When an assignment is graded, it will be posted on Blackboard. If you have any questions about how you are doing, please contact me.

Attendance 
Attendance is mandatory. Students are expected to attend all sessions of the course. Students who miss more than two class sessions, for whatever reason, may be involuntarily dropped from the class at the discretion of the instructor. The only exceptions may be for travel related to work, family emergency, or serious illness. Medical, family, and work related absences require written documentation. Students who are employed are strongly encouraged to work with their employers to avoid work-related absences. If you travel frequently for work, it may not be feasible for you to be enrolled in this course. 
If you need to miss a class, it is your responsibility to make sure any assignments are submitted on time unless arrangements are made with the instructor in advance. If a class is missed, make-up assignments may be assigned. Students who miss a class will be called on at the start of the next class to discuss the assignments they missed. 
Assignments 
Tentative weekly assignments are posed in the course outline at the end of this syllabus. The specific assignments for each class will be posted on Blackboard and e-mailed approximately one week before the class. Check Blackboard and e-mail regularly for updates. I often add a reading from the newspaper after the syllabus has been posted in an effort to keep the class as up-to-date as possible and to demonstrate to you the ethics is relevant! I will e-mail these last-minute readings, but also check Blackboard to make sure you don’t miss anything. 
Weekly assignments include class participation, formal or informal oral presentations, weekly written assignments, and extensive readings. Course work cumulates with a comprehensive oral presentation and final paper. Liberal Studies courses engage students in reading, reflection, writing and discussion, all of which are important elements of this course.  

· Class participation will count for 25% of the course grade. Students should be prepared to answer questions during class and to discuss the required reading material in detail. As part of class participation, students are expected to actively participate in each class discussion. Components of this grade include:  

· Weekly Discussion Participation: You may expect to be called on at any time to discuss any reading. I often call on a student to summarize required readings. Anticipate that you will have to explain/defend your opinions to both the instructor and other students in the class. If you state an opinion, anticipate the questions you may be asked the instructor or fellow students.  Students are encouraged to ask respectful questions based on the statements of their fellow students or of the instructor. 
· Group Discussion Topics: In advance of several classes specific topics of discussion for the group are noted in advance (for example, in week 2 there is a discussion on wisdom and justice, week 3 a discussion on courage, and week 13 a discussion on modern ethics). Additional group discussion topics may be assigned.
· Discussion Leaders: Students may be assigned in advance to lead the discussion for a particular reading or discussion topic.

· Regular weekly written assignments will count for 25% of the grade. Two written assignments consisting of at least a 1500 word essay ( two-three pages) will each count for 10 % of the course grade (5% each). These assignments will be due on prior to class 4 and prior to class 8.  Each student should also be prepared to discuss these writing assignments in class.   In addition, each student will keep a weekly written diary (in WORD format), with a specific assignment each week. This diary will be turned in at the end of the class and will be worth 15% of the class grade. Diary topics will be discussed each week in class.
· Three formal oral presentations will count for 25% of the course grade. During week four students will make a five minute presentation regarding the goal of life and how you define a good life or happiness (5% of course grade). During week eight, students will make a five minute presentation regarding moral education and theories of knowledge (5% of course grade). During the final exam period students will give a fifteen minute oral presentation summarizing the course (15% of course grade).  

· Final Paper: A final paper, minimum 500 words (about twelve pages), will count for 25% of the course grade. The paper will follow-up on the final oral presentation and will constitute your final thoughts on the course material. The final paper will be due at the last day of the final examination period.    

Access to Blackboard, the internet and e-mail is required. Students are allowed to use laptops in class to take notes. Students need a Georgetown NetID to obtain access to Blackboard. 

Submitting Assignments 
All assignments are due by the start of class unless otherwise specified. Written assignments must be submitted electronically by email as described above.  

Important: no credit will be given for any assignment that is submitted late without the prior approval of the instructor. “Prior approval” means that the student must communicate with the instructor before the assignment’s deadline. A late assignment will have a least ½ grade deducted (an A paper will be reduced to an A-). Assignments that are significantly late (more than a week) may be reduced a full grade (an A paper will be reduced to a B) or receive no credit, at the discretion of the professor. At my discretion, make-up work may be assigned instead of reducing the grade.  

All work for this class should be proofread and spell-checked. Times New Roman 12 point font and Microsoft Word are required for attachments unless a prior arrangement is made with the professor. Each written assignment shall include a statement that the Georgetown Honor Code has been complied with for that paper.

Writing 
“Literature is not mere Science, to be studied; but an Art, to be practiced.”

Writing is an important part of the Liberal Studies program and is emphasized in all courses, particularly in a core course such as Introduction to Ethics. All students are strongly encouraged to take advantage of the resources offered by the Georgetown Writing Center, located at 217A Lauinger Library. Tutors are available. Liberal Studies students may also contact the Liberal Studies Writing Services Coordinator, Kathryn Temple, at Templek@georgetown.edu. 

Students should consult The Elements of Style by William Strunk, Jr. and E.B. White, 3rd ed. (New York: MacMillan, 1979). An earlier version is available online at the Georgetown Writing Center (1918 Strunk version). A basic citation format for this class is also provided on Blackboard in the Writing section.
Your writing must be factually accurate. Errors, even seemingly minor ones, will have a severe impact on the grade. Similarly, your writing must conform to academic standards. Written assignments should not contain grammatical or spelling errors.

Oral Presentations

Winston Churchill noted in 1897: “Of all the talents bestowed upon men, none is so precious as the gift of oratory. He who enjoys it wields a power more durable than that of a great king. He is an independent force in the world. Abandoned by his party, betrayed by his friends, stripped of his offices, whoever can command this power is still formidable.” 

James Humes, a biographer of Churchill, stated: “Churchill was hardly destined to be an orator.  He had little of the God-given talents for forensic brilliance. He was born with a congenital lisp and stammer. His voice lacked the rich resonance of the platform speaker and his five-foot hunched frame was hardly an imposing presence.” It is my firm belief everyone can become a good public speaker if they work hard enough.  

Students will be graded on substance and delivery for the three oral presentations. Students will also be required to evaluate their own oral presentation. A checklist is provided on Blackboard.  

Georgetown Honor System 
All students are required to follow Georgetown’s honor code unconditionally. Nothing less can be expected in any class, in particular a class on ethics. All students are required to read the honor code material located at www.georgetown.edu/honor, including the following documents: Georgetown University Undergraduate Honor System, a letter from President DeGioia on academic integrity, and the article, What is Plagiarism. Submitting material in fulfillment of the requirements of this course means that you have abided by the Georgetown honor pledge: “In the pursuit of the high ideals and rigorous standards of academic life, I commit myself to respect and uphold the Georgetown Honor System: To be honest in any academic endeavor, and to conduct myself honorably, as a responsible member of the Georgetown Community, as we live and work together.” Each student will be required to acknowledge at the end of each written assignment submitted for this class that you have abided by the honor pledge for that assignment. 
Plagiarism 
Plagiarism is the presentation of someone else’ ideas or work as your own, or without proper acknowledgement. It is not tolerated. The sources for all information and ideas in your papers must be documented. Details regarding proper citation are provided on Blackboard and int the article What is Plagiarism. In addition, all quotations must be identified as quotations, using quotation marks and documentation of the sources of the quotation. Anything less than these standards is plagiarism and will be treated as such. Plagiarized work will be reported to Georgetown’s Honor Council. If the Council finds the work has been plagiarized, the work will receive an “F” for the paper as a first offense; a second plagiarism will earn an “F” for the course. 

Turnitin.com 
Students agree that by taking this course all required papers may be subject to submission for a Textual Similarity Review to Turnitin.com for the detection of plagiarism. All submitted papers will be added as source documents in the Turnitin.com reference database solely for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of such papers in the future. Use of the Turnitin.com service is subject to the terms of use agreement posted on the Turnitin.com site. 

Disabilities 
If you are a student with a documented disability who requires accommodations or if you think you may have a disability and want to inquire about accommodations, please contact the Academic Resource Center at 202 687-8354 or arc@georgetown.edu. All such accommodations must be arranged through the Center, not directly with the professor. 

Religious Observances


Georgetown University promotes respect for all religions.  Any student who is unable to attend classes or to participate in any examination, presentation, or assignment on a given day because of the observance of a major religious holiday (see below) or related travel shall be excused and provided with the opportunity to make up, without unreasonable burden, any work that has been missed for this reason and shall not in any other way be penalized for the absence or rescheduled work. Students will remain responsible for all assigned work. Students should notify professors in writing at the beginning of the semester of religious observances that conflict with their classes. The Office of the Provost, in consultation with Campus Ministry and the Registrar, will publish, before classes begin for a given term, a list of major religious holidays likely to affect Georgetown students.  The Provost and the Main Campus Executive Faculty encourage faculty to accommodate students whose bona fide religious observances in other ways impede normal participation in a course.  Students who cannot be accommodated should discuss the matter with an advising dean.

Other Student Resources 
There are many health, safety, and wellness services offered to students at Georgetown. Georgetown has a wellness website at http://wellness.georgetown.edu that I recommend bookmarking and visiting often. 

In addition, on the main Georgetown website (www.georgetown.edu), under the link for Campus and Community, are additional links for health services, counseling services, the Academic Resource Center, spirituality, student services, social justice, arts, and culture. Also visit be.georgtown.edu and look under the practicalities link.

Inclement Weather and Other Emergencies 
During inclement weather or other emergencies, check http://preparedness.georgetown.edu or call (202) 687-7669 for information on whether the university is open. If the university is open, this class will meet. If the university is closed, this class will not meet, but written assignments will be due as usual. You may email or call me for additional information. The university recently has acquired the capability to send text messages and recorded messages about emergencies to cell phones and other mobile devices. Sign up at Student Access +. 

COURSE OUTLINE AND ASSIGNMENTS 
The course outline is a tentative schedule of assignments, readings, and topics that may be covered during the semester. Check Blackboard and e-mail regularly for updates. The specific assignment for each class will be posted one week in advance of that class. Note that there are reading assignments for the first class
Class 1 (January  19, 2010): Introduction-Socrates and Self-Examination

Reading Assignments (required)(please note that this reading should be done PRIOR to the first class)
· Jim Valvano, Don’t Ever Give Up (1993)

· Georgetown Honor Pledge
· Chart of Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs (1943)
· Plato, Apology (c. 395-80 BC) 
· Photo: Earthrise (1968)
· Bertrand Russell, The Value of Philosophy (1912)
· President George W. Bush, Bush Discusses Stem Cell Research (August 9, 2001)
· Will Durant, What is Wisdom? (1957)
· See Blackboard for list of additional readings (not required)
Ethics Diary

· Evaluate the wisdom of every decision you make for the week prior to the first class. Ask yourself why you made the decision. Record your thoughts.
Discussion Topics

· Course Introduction
· Reason
· The Meaning of Life
· What is Philosophy?
· What is Ethics?
· Why Study Ethics?
· The Manner in Which a Man Ought to Live?

· Self-Examination
· Socratic Method

· Classic Virtues
· Perspective

· Virtue of Wisdom
· Recommended Method of Analysis
Class 2 (January 26, 2010): Plato and the Quest for Truth

Reading Assignments
· Plato, The Republic (c. 360 BC)(selections)
· See Blackboard for list of additional readings (not required)
Written Assignments 

· Complete and submit the Student Questionnaire
· Complete and submit the Basic Moral Orientation
Ethics Diary

· Evaluate all decisions you make this week based on the justice of your decision. Record your thoughts.
Classroom Discussion

· Pick the person you believe is the most wise person in modern times and why. Then pick who you think is most just person in modern times and why. Give the class your definition of wisdom and justice. Be prepared to talk for several minutes and answer questions.
Other Discussion Topics
· Discuss Basic Moral Orientation
· Justice 

· Relative Values v. Absolute Values
Moral Dilemma

·  Sophie's Choice
Class 3 (February 2, 2010): Aristotle and Virtue Ethics

Reading Assignments (required)
· Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics (c. 350 BC)(selections)
· Senator John F. Kennedy, Profiles in Courage (1956) (selections)
· Senator John McCain, In Search of Courage (September 2004)
· Tom Linkona, The Content of Our Character: Ten Essential Virtues  (Fall 2003)
· Jim Garamone, Pace Details Lessons He Learned from Young Marines, American Forces Press Service  (September 19, 2007)
· David Brooks, Where the Wild Things Are, New York Times, October 20, 2009
· Chart of Aristotle’s Virtues
· See Blackboard for list of additional readings (not required)
Ethics Diary

· For this week follow a new habit to improve yourself or one of Aristotle’s virtues. Record your thoughts.

Classroom Discussion

· Pick the most courageous person in modern times from the list provided on Blackboard and tell the class why you picked your selection and why you believe they were so courageous (you may discuss someone who is not on the list if approved in advance by the instructor). Be prepared to talk for several minutes and answer questions.
Discussion Topics 

· Virtue Ethics
· Courage
· The Good Life

· Happiness

· Aristotelian Virtues

· Golden Mean

· Habit

· Doctrine of Means

· Intellectual Virtues

Moral Dilemma

· Heinz the Thief
Class 4 (February 9, 2010): Other Classical Ethical Theories 

Reading Assignment (required)
· Epicurus, Letter to Menoeceus (c.300 BC)
· Epictetus, Enchiridion (c.135 AD)
· James B. Stockdale, Courage Under Fire: Testing Epictetus’s Doctrines in a Laboratory of Human Behavior (1993)
· Thomas Nagel, The Absurd (1971)
· See Blackboard for list of additional readings (not required)
Oral Presentation

· What is the goal of life? What is the good life or happiness according to you? Discuss the theories of Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, Epicurus, and Epictetus on these issues. Which theory seems best to you at this point?  

· See Blackboard for Oral Presentations Checklist 

Written Assignment

· Written essay on subject of oral presentation, minimum 2000 words.  
· See Blackboard for Written Assignment Checklist 
Ethics Diary

· Be a Stoic for a week. Emulate Stockdale’s attitude about indifference to events we cannot control. Record your thoughts.

Discussion Topics

· Epicureanism v. Stoicism (moderation of pleasure v. self-discipline)

· Pleasure

· Hedonism

· Epicureanism

· Egoism
· Temperance

· Stoicism
· Skepticism
· Cynicism
Class 5 (February 16, 2010): Ethics and Religion

Reading Assignments (required)
· Plato, Euthyphro (c. 380 BC)(selections)
· Biblical Readings: Genesis 22:1-10: Abraham and Isaac; Exodus 20:2-12, Ten Commandments; Matthew 5: 2-12, Sermon on the Mount
· St. Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologica, (1265-74)(selections)
· Bertrand Russell, A Free Man’s Worship (1903)
· C.S. Lewis: C.S. Lewis: Mere Christianity (1952)(selections)
· Michael Gerson, Divine Evolution, Washington Post (December 21, 2007)
· See Blackboard for list of additional readings (not required)
Ethics Diary

· Follow the Ten Commandments for a week Discuss your thoughts.

Class Discussion on Ethics and Religion

· Ethics and Religion: Discuss implications of the existence of God has to moral and ethical theory. 
· If there is a design or purpose to the universe, is that a reason to have ethical rules? 
· If so, what impact does it have on moral/ethical theory? 
· If there is no purpose/design to the universe, is that a reason to not have ethical rules?
· Your thoughts on this statement, “If God doesn’t exist, everything is permissible.”  (Dostoyevsky in The Brothers Karamazov). 
· Your thoughts on the Euthyphro dilemma? Is C.S. Lewis right that there is a moral law?
· Self-evaluations of oral presentations and essay

 
Other Discussion Topics
· Virtue of Piety

· Religious Virtues

· Christian Virtues and Ethics

· The Golden Rule

· The Good Samaritan

· Love 

· Divine Command Theory

· Natural Law Theory

Moral Dilemma
· St. Thomas More (1535 AD)
Class 6 (February 23, 2010): Kant and Duty Ethics 

Reading Assignments (required)
· Immanuel Kant, Fundamental Principles of the Metaphysics of Morals  (1785)(selections)
· Immanuel Kant, On A Supposed Right To Tell Lies From  Benevolent Motives (1797)
· Will Durant, The Story of Philosophy, Chapter 6- Kant and German Idealism (1926)
· See Blackboard for list of additional readings (not required)
Ethics Diary

· Don’t lie for a week(or if that would be too difficult, be silent). Discuss your thoughts.

Discussion Topics
· Duty Ethics

· Are there Absolutes Moral Rules?

· The Moral Law

· The Categorical Imperative

Moral Dilemmas
· “The Inquisitive Murderer” 

· Story of St. Athanasius
Class 7 (March 2, 2010): Mill and Utilitarianism

· J. Bentham: Introduction to the Principles of Morals and Legislation (1780) (selections)
· John Stuart Mill, Utilitarianism (1863)
· R.M. Hare, Could Kant Have Been A Utilitarian? (1997)
· Mark Layard, Happiness is Back, Prospect (March 2005)
Ethics Diary

· Live like a utilitarian for a week. Evaluate all decisions you make based on the principle of utility. Discuss your thoughts.

Discussion Topics
· Utilitarianism
· The Greatest Happiness Principle
· Is utilitarianism practical? 

· Is utilitarianism just?

· The Hedonistic Calculus
· The Common Good and Individual Rights
· Compare Bentham’s List of Pleasures to Maslow’s Hierarchy and Aristotle’s Good Life
· Compare and contract Kant v. Mill 

· Duty v. Utilitarianism

Moral Dilemmas
· The Trolley Problem
· Surgeon’s Dilemma

· South American Tourist
No Class (March 9, 2010): Georgetown Spring Break

Class 8 (March 16, 2010): Moral Education and the Nature of Knowledge 

Reading Assignments (required)

· Plato: The Republic (c. 360 BC)(selections)
· Aristotle: Nicomachean Ethics (c. 350 BC)(selections)
· Confucius on Education (c. 5th century BC)(selections)

· Fr. Michael McMahon, SJ, The Jesuit Model of Education (2004)
· Thomas Lickona, Raising Children of Character (2004)
· William Prior, Teaching Ethics (2005)
· Selected Readings on Knowledge (Descartes, Locke, Berkley, and Hume)

· George Santayana, Intellectual Ambition (1900)
· Robert Wright, Can Machines Think?, Time Magazine, March 25, 1996
· Tenzin Gyatso, Our Faith in Science, New York Times, November 12, 2005
· Dennis Overbye, Laws of Nature, Source Unknown, New York Times, December 18, 2007
· David Brooks, The Neural Buddhists, New York Times, May 13, 2008
· James Randerson, Childish Superstition: Einstein’s Letter Makes View of Religion Relatively Clear, The Guardian, May 13, 2008 (and attached letter by Einstein)
· See Blackboard for list of additional readings (not required)
Oral Presentation

· How would you provide moral education to children? Discuss each reading on education assigned for this class. Reverse alphabetical order. Must use podium and not audiovisual aids or handouts.
· See Blackboard for Oral Presentations Checklist

Written Assignment

· Written essay on same subject as oral presentation, minimum 2000 words. Discuss or cite assigned readings.

· See Blackboard for Written Assignment Checklist

Ethics Diary

· List 5 things you can prove are real and five things you can’t prove are real. Discuss your thoughts.

Discussion Topics

· Moral Education

· Ethics, Science , and Religion

· Plato’s Allegory of the Cave

· The Nature of Knowledge and Reality

· Rationalism v. Empiricism

· Limits of Science

· Can Machines Think?

Class 9  (March 23, 2010): Social Justice 

Reading Assignment (required)
· Selected Readings on the Social Contract (Plato, Aristotle, Epicurus, Gospel of St. Matthew, Hobbes, Locke, and Rousseau) 
· UN Universal Declaration on Human Rights (1948)

· Griswold v. Connecticut, 381 US 479 (1965)(selections)
· Pope Benedict XVI, Speech to the UN on Human Rights (April 18, 2008)
· UN Millennium Development Goals and Targets
· Peter Singer, The Singer Solution to World Poverty ,60-63  New York Times Magazine (September 9, 1999)
· Former Vice President Albert Gore, Nobel Lecture (December 10, 2007)
· George Will, Rage of the Rights Talkers, the Washington Post, October 11, 2009
· See Blackboard for list of additional readings (not required)
Ethics Diary

· List all the money you spend for the week that is not for necessities. List the chances to have to give money to another person or to donate to charity during the week. Discuss your thoughts.

Discussion Topics

· The Social Contract

· Individual Rights v. Rights of Society (Self v. Society)

· What is our most important right?

· Is there any moral justification for a hungry child in this world?  
· Natural Rights
· Right to Privacy

· UN Millennium Development Goals 

· Poverty

· Environmental Rights

· Animal Ethics
· Do Machines Have Rights?
Moral Dilemmas
· The Luxury Box Dilemma
· Lifeboat Ethics
· Prisoner’s Dilemma 

Class 10 (March 30, 2010): Abortion

Reading Assignments (required)
· John T. Noonan, Jr., An Almost Absolute Value in History (1970)

· Mary Anne Warren, On The Moral and Legal Status of Abortion (1971)

· Pope John Paul II, Letter to the World Bishops-On Combating Abortion and Euthanasia (May 19, 1991)
· Roe v. Wade, 410 US 113 (1973)(selections)
· President Barack Obama, Commencement Address at Notre Dame (May 17, 2009)
· Rev. John I. Jenkins, Charge to the Notre Dame Graduating Class (May 17, 2009)
· See Blackboard for list of additional readings (not required)
Ethics Diary

· Discuss your thoughts regarding an unexpected pregnancy that involves you personally (you are either pregnant or have made someone pregnant). Analyze the ethical issues from the following points of view: 1) the woman, 2) the man, 3) the fetus at conception, 4) the fetus as viability, and 5) the fetus at birth. Discuss any other points of view you believe to be relevant.
Discussion Topics
· Ethics and Human Life. What is human life? Define what makes a being human?  
· Is it ever permissible for a person or society to take a human life? If so, list when and why? 

· How would you decide Roe v. Wade
· Abortion v. Capital Punishment 

· Catholic Church on life

· How would you decide

· Right to Life v. Right to Privacy

· Right to Life v. Quality of Life 

· Ethics v. Law
· Is abortion wise, just, courageous, temperate, or pious?

· Analyze abortion under duty, utilitarian, social contract, and natural rights theories

· Other Medical Ethics issues

Moral Dilemmas
· Abortion and Rape
· Abortion and Incest
· Federal Funding of Abortion

No Class (April 6, 2010)(Instructor Out Of Town)
Class 11 (April 13, 2010): Just War

Reading Assignments (required)
· St. Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologica, (1265-74)(selections)
· Alexander Moseley, Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy, Just War Theory (2006)
· White House Press Release on Hiroshima, August 6, 1945
· John Hershey, Hiroshima (1946)(Chapter 1)

· UN Charter Chapter VII (Articles 39-51) (1945)
· U.S. Catholic Bishops Pastoral Letter on War and Peace, May 3, 1983
· Albert Schweitzer, Nobel Lecture, The Problem of Peace, November 4, 1954
· Martin Luther King, Letter from Birmingham Jail (1963)
· See Blackboard for list of additional readings (not required)
Ethics Diary

· Analyze the ethical issues regarding American involvement in Afghanistan from the following points of view: 1) American government,  2) American soldier, 3) Afghan government, 4) Taliban, 5) Al-Qaeda, and 6) Afghan civilian. Also discuss any other point of view you belief to be relevant.

Discussion Topics

· Just War 

· Just Conduct of War

· Morality of  Nuclear Weapons

· Preemptive War

· Afghanistan War

· Accountability/War Crimes

· Torture
· Civil Disobedience

Moral Dilemmas
· Ticking Bomb Scenario
· Michael Collins and Winston Churchill (1921)
· Gandhi
Class 12 (April 20, 2010): Ethics and Politics

Reading Assignments (required)
· Sen. Paul Douglas, Ethics in Government (1952)(selections)
· Sen. John F. Kennedy, Profiles in Courage (1955)(additional selections)
· U.S. House of Representatives Code of  Official Conduct (1968)
· Michael Walzer, Political Action: The Problem of Dirty Hands (1973)
· House Ethics Committee, Complaint Against Representative Tom DeLay (2004)(selected documents)
· Representative Joel Hefley, Ethics in the 110th  Congress (December 7, 2006)
· P.L. 110-81, Honest Leadership and Open Government Act of 2007 (selections)

· President Barack Obama, Executive Order on Ethics (January 2009)
· See Blackboard for list of additional readings (not required)
Ethics Diary

· Email or call you congressman and ask the following questions about the congressional ethics process: 1) View on new Office of Congressional Ethics, 2) whether Ethics Committee should have subpoena power during informal investigative phase (prior to investigative subcommittee), 3) whether Chair and Ranking Member of Ethics Committee should serve six year terms, 4) earmarks, 5) position on public financing of congressional elections, and 6) term limits. Give them a deadline and if they don’t respond, inquire again. 

Discussion Topics
· Political Courage

· Political Compromise
· Congressional Ethics Process
· Congressional Ethics Reform
· Obama Ethics Reform
Moral Dilemma
· Dirty Hands
Class 13 (April 27, 2010): Other Ethical Theories and Course Conclusion

Reading Assignments (required)
· George Santayana, The Life of Reason (1906)(selections)
· Ludwig Wittgenstein, Lecture on Ethics (1929)
· John Hick, Who or What is God? (2001)
· Pontifical Council for Social Communications, Ethics in Internet (2002)
· Stanley Haeurwas, No, This War Would Not be Moral, Time Magazine March 3, 2003

· Andrew Sullivan, Yes, A War Would be Moral, Time Magazine, March 3, 2003

· Carol Gilligan, Mount Holyoke College Commencement Address (2008)

· Frederick Grinnell, Intelligent Design or Intelligible Design, The Chronicle of Higher Education, January 9,  2009 

· Reading on Future of Ethics: TBA

· William James, The Moral Philosopher and the Moral Life (1891)

· Will Durant, We Have a Right to Be Happy Today (1958)
· G.E.M. Anscombe, Modern Moral Philosophy (1958)
· See Blackboard for list of additional readings (not required)
Ethics Diary

· Predict what will be the most important ethical issue in your lifetime, the lifetime of your children and the lifetime of your grandchildren. Finally, what is the most important ethical issue for mankind.
Classroom Discussion: Modern Ethics Presentation

· Pick a modern ethicist from the list provided on Blackboard and tell the class why you picked your selection and discuss their major ethical issue (you may discuss someone who is not on the list if approved in advance by the instructor). Be prepared to talk for several minutes and answer questions.
Discussion Topics

· Modern and Contemporary Ethical Theories
· Ethics and the Internet
· Ethics in the Future
· Revisit Basic Moral Orientation
· Evaluation of Major Ethical Theories
· What Would a Satisfactory Moral Theory Be? 
· Concluding Thoughts
· Course Evaluation
Class 14 (TBA): Final Oral Presentations

· Fifteen Minute Oral Presentations during the Final Examination Period (TBA). Present your evaluation of a current event or ethical issue discussed during the class (social justice, abortion, medical ethics, just war, ethics and politics, etc.). You make choose another subject if approved by the instructor. Analyze the issue by applying the method of analysis used in class and each major ethical theory discussed during the course (at least virtue ethics, duty ethics, and utilitarianism).  
· See Blackboard for Oral Presentations Checklist

Final Paper and Diary Submission (TBA)
· Submit a “Personal Code of Ethics.” Minimum 5000 words (about 12 pages). Address the issues of religion and ethics, self v. society, and relative truth or absolute truth. Define happiness and what you believe the meaning of life is. Include an extended discussion about the theory of cultural relativism. Conform this paper to all requirements of a formal academic paper discussed during the course.  Review your positions from the basic moral orientation taken at the beginning of the class and state where your opinions have changed and where they have stayed the same. A rough draft/outline of two pages must be submitted one week before the paper is due (TBA). The final paper and the course diary (in Word format on the computer, no hand-written submissions) will be due the last day of the final examination period (TBA). 

� Arthur Quiller-Coach (1915).
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