Trials, Crime, and Punishment in Literature and Film

Professor Sara Schotland       

This course will examine trials, crime, and punishment from a multidisciplinary perspective-- literature, law, and film. We will engage in discussion of vexed policy questions as we read these texts: why crime occurs; the rationale for punishing an offender; racism and the judicial system; the ethics of cross-examination in a rape trial; and the morality of capital punishment. 

1.
June 7  
Course Introduction

                                    Shirley Jackson’s The Lottery 

                             TRIALS IN LITERATURE AND FILM

2.
June 8  
Trial tactics: Shakespeare’s Merchant of Venice (read first three acts)

3.         June 9              Merchant of Venice, (read to end)

In class: Merchant of Venice, the Movie.

4.         June 10            Trial ethics: Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird (read first half)

5.
June 14 
 To Kill a Mockingbird (read to end)




6.         June 15             In class: To Kill a Mockingbird, the Movie
 




7.
June 16
Trial bypass: Susan Gaspell’s short story, “A Jury of Her Peers”

8.
June 17  
 Trial by Terror: Franz Kafka’s The Trial (excerpts)

 




9.         June 21             In class: The Trial, The Movie

                                     CRIME AND PUNISHMENT

10.       June 22              Senseless Crime: Albert Camus’ novella The Stranger
11.
June 23              The Making of a Killer: Truman Capote’s In Cold Blood (first third)

12.       June 24               In Cold Blood (read second third)

13.       June 28
   In Cold Blood (read to end)




   In class:  In Cold Blood, The Movie
14.       June 29               Capital Punishment
   Poe’s short story “The Pit and the Pendulum” 

   Kafka’s short story “The Penal Colony” 

15.
June 30
    Self-Punishment
    Hawthorne’s short story “The Minister’s Black Veil”

13.        July 1                 Community Punishment
    Katherine Anne Porter’s short story, “Noon Wine”

  
 July 5                  Holiday

14.        July 6                  In class: “Noon Wine” The Movie

15.        July 7                 Community Acquittal-Refusal to Punish
                                        Katherine Anne Porter’s short story, “Maria Concepcion”

                                        Begin Student Presentations

16.         July 8                Continue Student Presentations
Class Meeting Times
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesdays, Thursdays  6:00-8:00 pm.

Assignments

Students are asked to prepare (a) one short critical response paper of three- five pages (b) a final term paper of ten-twelve pages. Students will also deliver an oral presentation on their final paper.  Grades will be determined as follows: 35% final paper, 30% class participation, 15% response paper, 20% oral presentation.

Office Hours

To arrange a meeting, please contact Mrs. Schotland by email: ss735@georgetown.edu.

Required Texts/Materials

To Be Posted on Blackboard

· Franz Kafka, The Trial (excerpts).

· Katherine Porter, “Noon Wine” and “Maria Concepcion”

Available on the  Internet

· Shirley Jackson, “The Lottery”
· Edgar Allan Poe, “The Pit and the Pendulum”
· Nathaniel Hawthorne,s “The Minister’s Black Veil”
To Be Purchased By Students

The Georgetown University Book Store has books for this course in the following editions. However, many of these books are available very cheaply second hand, from Amazon or other on-line vendors, or at used bookstores. 

· William Shakespeare, The Merchant of Venice, Jay Halio (ed.), Oxford  Univ. Press, ISBN 0521532515. (another edition will do, if it has good notes)
· Albert Camus, The Stranger, trans Matthew Ward, Vintage,ISBN -0679720200

· Harper Lee, To Kill a Mockingbird, Mass Market, ISBN 0446310786.

· Truman Capote, In Cold Blood. Vintage, ISBN 0679745580.

Honor Code

All students are expected to follow Georgetown’s honor code unconditionally, and, in particular its prohibition against plagiarism. The code is available at www.georgetown.edu/honor. I will also post MLA guidelines on procedures for quotation and avoidance of plagiarism on Blackboard.

Disabilities Statement

If you believe you have a disability, then you should contact the Academic Resource Center (arc@georgetown.edu) for further information. The Center is located in the Leavey Center, Suite 335. The Academic Resource Center is the campus office responsible for reviewing documentation provided by students with disabilities and for determining reasonable accommodations in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and University policies.
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