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Faculty Contact Information: 

For emergency purposes, I can be reached at 703-209-9542. Otherwise if you need to contact me please do so via email at balt42@aol.com or on the course blackboard site. 
Required Course Materials:
Title: The Skulking Way of War
Author: Patrick Malone

Publisher: Madison Books
ISBN 10: 1568331657
Title: King Philip’s War: The History and Legacy of America’s Forgotten Past
Author: Eric B. Schultz and Michael J. Tougias
Publisher: The Countryman Press
ISBN: 0-88150-483-1
Title: The Invasion Within: The Contest of Cultures in Colonial North America
Author: James Axtell

Publisher: Oxford University Press
ISBN 10: 0195041542 
Title: Almost a Miracle: The American Victory in the War of Independence
Author: John Ferling

Publisher: Oxford University Press

ISBN: 0195382927

Course Description: 

A study of the colonial military tradition and the American War for Independence. Topics included focus on the development of the American identity; the clash of transatlantic and native American cultures; the changing character of war and the miracle American victory over the British during the War for Independence. 

Course Goals/Objectives: 

After completion of this course, you should be able to:

· Analyze the explain the American colonial military tradition

· Understand the role that colonial military operations played in the forging of a distinct North American identity.

· Analyze and understand the increasingly violent clash of culture that took place soon after the arrival of European settlers on the Atlantic seaboard and how this affected Native American culture and its relations with the newcomers to North America. 

· Describe the tactics, technology and operational concerns of combatants during the colonial and Revolutionary War eras. 

· Describe how and why the colonies decided to opt for independence and go to war against Great Britain. 

· Explain how the American War for Independence enabled the emergence of the United States.
· Explain who the War for Independence affected race relations, gender roles and exposed class distinctions.

· Enable you to develop critical thinking and analytical skills in the study of the past. 

· Enable you to critically evaluate sources in researching questions of history. 

Course Introduction: 

This course is an advanced study of the colonial way of war that culminates in a study of the American War for Independence. The course begins with the development of the colonial military tradition beginning with the earliest European settlers to North America, the contest of cultures between the new settlers and native American eastern woodland tribes and the inevitable wars of empire that took place between the European powers on North American soil. Starting with the Train Bands of the Pilgrims, to the town militia systems evident in all the colonies, we will study the differences between the northern, southern, and frontier military experiences.  The primary focus of the first part of the course will be on the contest of cultures between the settlers and native American tribes but allied with and opposed to the newcomers. The course then proceeds into the wars of empire between the major colonial powers and culminates in an analysis of why and how the Americans fought their war for independence against Great Britain – arguably the greatest military power on earth at that time – and how and why the Americans succeeded in winning. 
Accordingly, the course is divided into the following units:

1.) The colonial military tradition

2.) The contest of cultures

3.) Wars of Empire

4.) The American War of Independence

The American Revolution continues to be one of the most fascinating periods of American history. The course will include a number of movie clips which we will analyze in class and at least one field trip is planned either to Valley Forge, Pennsylvania or Yorktown, VA. 

Course Requirements:

In order to receive a passing grade in this course all students will submit an 8 to 10 page term paper (double-spaced) using standard rules of citation on a topic of their choice related to our course of study. I prefer Turabian or the Chicago Manual of Style.  The paper topic should be submitted to me no later than the end of the second week of class. I will provide a list of potential term paper topics on the first day of class but will entertain any reasonable subject that a student would like to pursue as long as it pertains to the period being studied. The paper will constitute 50 percent of your final grade. A midterm  exam will be 30 percent and class participation is the final 20 percent. Due to the shortened timeframe for summer courses, students are strongly urged to avoid missing any class (emergencies are an exception of course).  Unexcused absences will affect your class participation. There is also a penalty for turning in your term paper late without prior approval from the professor. 
Term Paper = 50%

Midterm Exam = 30%

Class Part. =   20%

Total =           100%

Grading Scale:

A = 90-100% 

B = 80-89%

C = 70-79%

D = 60-69%

F = 0-59%

Additional Information:

This course is designed to elicit a wide variety of academic debate.  Accordingly, all students are required to demonstrate respect and courtesy for each other’s opinions both in and out of the classroom. Students are also cautioned to understand what constitutes plagiarism (both intentional and unintentional). We will try to schedule one field trip to a Revolutionary War site. We will either visit Valley Forge, PA or Yorktown, VA depending on the preference of the students. This will take place on a Saturday or Sunday during the course and will count for the class that particular week. Family and friends are invited as well.  
All University policies regarding academic integrity, equal opportunity, prohibition of discrimination of any kind (which includes sexual harassment) will be strictly enforced. Individuals who believe they have been discriminated against because of any factor protected under this policy may file a complaint of discrimination. 
Project Description:

An 8 – 10 page (text) term paper is required. All text should be double spaced and use a 12 pitch font. The standard rules of citation apply. Please use the standard and recognized Georgetown University rules for citation. There is a standard 5 point penalty assessed per day for all assignments turned in after the due date. Assignments turned in over a week late will not be accepted and a grade of “F” be given for that particular assignment. 

Course Schedule:

Session One – Begin Axtell’s Contest of Cultures.  [Meet in the Classroom]
Session Two – Watch excerpts from the movie “Black Robe.” Continue discussion of Axtell – On Line Session (no face to face class meeting). All work will be done via the blackboard conference section. 
Session Three – Complete Axtell discussion. [In Class]
Session Four   – Begin Malone’s Skulking Way of War. On Line Session
Session Five – Complete Skulking Way of War discussion.  [In Class]
Session Six  – Begin Schultz and Tougias, King Philip’s War. On Line Session
Session Seven – Continue Schultz and Tougias discussion. [In Class]
Week Eight – Begin Ferling’s Almost a Miracle. [In Class]
Possible Field Trip to Mount Vernon
