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OVERVIEW AND GOALS OF THE COURSE:

Culture is defined as the products, both material and nonmaterial of society.  Set in the context of urban life culture is a complex concept that must be studied and analyzed in an understanding of urban history, development, and dynamics.  Because of this the first part of the course examines the question, “What is a city?” so that “What is culture?” becomes an inter-relational focus for “city culture” or “urban culture.”  In this course we examine the culture of the urban community—both the “high” culture of the visual and cultural arts, as the “everyday” culture of cities and the cultural production derived from urban identities, social and political movements, and the new communication technologies.  We also examine the various sub-cultures within urban communities and how they reflect and shape other dimensions of social structure and stratification.  We also examine the various cultural products that develop as forms of collective resistance and tools for social change.

The primary learning goals for the course include:

· To improve your understanding of the social organization of the city;

· To introduce you to the diversity and variable living conditions that exist in the city;

· To provide you with some theoretical tools to help you understand urban development and change;

· To provide you with the conceptual tools to help you to understand the city and culture; 
· To develop your sense of agency through applying conceptual tools and research methods to contribute to social change;

· To help you leave the course with a competency to examine urban culture in relation to the social sciences. 

The course begins with an overview of the conceptualization of city/urban life since the 1800s.  We move to a conceptualization of culture in its urban and global contexts of the 2000s.  We then move to an examination of cultural production and the culture industries that not create cultural products but also have a way of defining urban life.  Related to this will be a study of the technologies that have shaped more recent urban culture and the social mobilization of urban people as cultural, social, and political citizens.  We next focus on the everyday cultural issues affecting how people work in their jobs and how people organize to overcome structural forces to empower themselves and alter their opportunities.  We will examine specific urban problems, such as transportation and congestion, housing and urban decay, and urban street life.  We examine urban political systems to learn more about the challenges and opportunities for local politics to address these problems. Lastly we look at global trends in urban cultures, particularly as they affect identity, social and political boundaries, the built environment, and social justice.

Course Requirements and Expectations

Requirements:  Grades for the course will be based on class participation, a mid-term exam, a second exam near the end of the course, four reading summaries (2-3 pages each), and a group or individual project report and presentation based on the second exam.  The participation grade will be based on class attendance, participation in class discussion, and the quality of your substantive contributions to classroom discussions (10%).  Exams will each count for 30 percent of the course grade. All students will take the same exams and the materials to be tested on will be taken from the course readings and class assignments.  The exams will be take homes and they will be adequately discussed in class to prepare for them.  The following chart summarizes the grading scheme for the course:

	Course component
	

	Participation: includes attendance, participation, and quality contributions to class discussion
	10 %

	Midterm: based on readings and class presentations
	30%

	Second exam: based on readings and class presentations
	30%

	Discussion Notes: 
	5% each * 4 = 20%

	Project Presentations based on
	10 %


Readings:  The readings assigned below are required.  There will be other materials, such as Blackboard reserve articles and handouts, assigned as well.  You should complete the reading assignments PRIOR to the class for which they are assigned and come to class prepared to discuss and apply the readings.  The required text for the course, available at the bookstore, is:

Malcolm Miles, Tim Hall, and Iain Borden, editors.  The City Cultures Reader.  2003.  New York and London: Routledge, 2nd edition. Paperpack.

ISBN-10: 0415302455

ISBN 13: 978-0415302456

REQUIRED WORK AND GRADING DISTRIBUTION:

1. Regardless of exam and assignment grades, I reserve the right to lower your final grade for excessive absences; see the Undergraduate Bulletin for your obligations.  I also reserve the right to adjust final grades upward on the basis of strong class participation.

2. All students are subject to the duties and responsibilities of the Georgetown Honor Code

GRADING SYSTEM:
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Other Expectations:  In order to maximize the opportunity for everyone to learn, and in the interest of fairness to everyone (each student, the teaching assistant, community partners, the instructors), I present here a set of expectations about classroom and course behavior.  Please let me know if you believe any of these to be unreasonable and we can discuss them further.  Some of these expectations are matters of simple courtesy, such as turning off cell phones and other potentially disruptive devices upon entering the classroom; and showing up on time and being prepared to start when the class is scheduled to start. Other policies, such as the make-up exam and late paper policies below, are designed to maintain fairness and equity among students and to not create unreasonable additional burdens for me.

Conducive classroom learning environment: Please arrive in the classroom and be prepared to begin on time.  Please turn off your cell phone, pagers and other electronic devices.  Please use proper, civil, respectful language when addressing others (students, instructors, outside guests) in the classroom.  Please listen to one another first, in order to understand the other’s perspective, before trying to rebut or refute the other.  Remember, we are all learners, with something to gain from the class, and we are all teachers, sharing our experiences and insights with others.  

We will be using Blackboard and e-mail in the course to facilitate communications.  It is your responsibility to check the course postings in Blackboard and your e-mail regularly.  Please be sure that your Georgetown netid account is working properly and that you are using it, or forwarding your email appropriately to another account that you use regularly.  I am not able to accommodate problems that you have with your GU email account—or send messages to you through another account—as your netid is the only address that Blackboard can access.

Students will be working in groups to undertake some of the work for this course.  Group dynamics can be challenging at times, but it is nevertheless important that you learn how to operate effectively in groups.  This means that each person has to be responsible and accountable to the whole group.  It requires a clear discussion of how responsibilities are to be divided up, products to be produced, deadlines set for producing materials, and how information will be shared and integrated into a final product.  Developing the communication and interpersonal skills, as well as the conflict resolution and mediation skills, to operate effectively in groups is an important secondary goal for the course, as this is a critical life skill that you will need to function effectively in most work settings.  

Below is a tentative list of assignments.  Please note that these are subject to change, either through class or email announcements or Blackboard postings.

WEEK


TOPICS AND ASSIGNMENTS
	#1 


	Introduction and course overview



	

	#2 


	CONTEXT OF COURSE: Read TEXT Part 1: What is a City?  Readings by George Simmel, Ernest Burgess, Lewis Mumford, Sirgfried Kracauer, and Elizabeth Wilson

	

	#3 


	CONTEXT OF COURSE: Read TEXT Part 2: What is Culture?  Readings by Raymond Williams, Herbert Marcuse, Carol Duncan, Gut Debord, and John Tomlinson

	

	#4 


	Symbolic Economies
Read and discuss TEXT: Part 3 Readings by Pierre Bourdieu, Tim Hall, Martha Rosler, Margaret Crawford, Susan Feinstein

	

	#5


	The Culture Industries
Read and discuss TEXT: Part 4  Readings by Theodor Adorno, John Urry, Dianne Dodd, Mary Hickman, Patricia Phillips

	

	#6


	Culture and Technologies
Read and discuss TEXT: Part 5  Readings by Mimi Scheller and John Urry, Stephan Graham and Simon Marvin, Vivian Schelling, Tiziana Terranova, Critical Art Ensemble

	

	#7


	Everyday Lives
Read and discuss TEXT: Part 6  Readings by Henri Lefebvre, Michel de Certeau, Lucy Lippard, Ana Betancour and Peter Haskell, Iain Borden

	

	#8


	Contesting Identity 

Read and discuss TEXT: Part 7  Readings by Doreen Massey, Iris Marion Young, Kimberley Curtis, Suzana Torre, Farha Ghannam

MIDTERM REVIEW

WILL BE DISCUSSED AND HANDED OUT



	

	#9


	Boundaries and Transgressions 

Read and discuss TEXT: Part 8  Readings by Ivan Illich, Key Anderson, Luce Irigarey, Dean MacCannell



	

	#10


	Utopias and Dystopias
Read and discuss TEXT: Part 9  Readings by Judith Sklar, Vincent Geoghegan, Rosalyn, Deutsche, Leonie Sandercock, Malcolm Miles

	

	#11


	Possible Futures
Read and discuss TEXT: Part 10  Readings by Edward Soja, Graham Haughton, Jeremy Seabrook, Bill Weinberg, Ana Pendleton-Julian

	

	#12


	The Virtual Urban Culture: The New Social Networks and Digital Cultures

Additional readings to be posted on Blackboard

	

	#13


	COURSE REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF FINAL EXAM



	FINAL EXAM DUE ON



	[Type text Cultures and Urban Life, Summer 2010, 

]
	1

	



