BALS 107  FROM MEDIEVAL TO RENAISSANCE

3 credits 

Professors Szittya and Collins

May 11-23, 2010

SPRINGTIME IN FLORENCE AND ASSISI
STUDY TOUR CENTERED AT THE VILLA LE BALZE, FIESOLE, ITALY

SYLLABUS
The goal of this course is to provide the students with an intellectual framework within which to situate their understanding and appreciation of the artistic and cultural achievement which they will witness during their visit to Florence.

The methodology of the course will be to trace the roots of the fifteenth century "Florentine Renaissance" by uncovering the spiritual, economic, social, political and artistic sources which fed and nourished it.  This will be accomplished by readings and lectures prior to visiting the city, site visits and presentations at Villa Le Balze, Georgetown's study center in Fiesole outside Florence, and the completion of an individually selected research project and paper after the trip.  Participants may earn 3 credits for the course at either the graduate or undergraduate level (with prior approval from their dean) upon successful completion of the course requirements.  

Before departure, students should obtain (either online or through Georgetown University’s bookstore, tel. 202-687-7525) and read the following works:

Alighieri, Dante: 
The Inferno of Dante, A New Verse Translation, Bilingual Edition by Robert Pinsky,  Farrar Strauss and Giroux (ISBN 978-0374525316) 



Emphasis on Cantos 1-5, 8-9, 17, 18 (line 1-21 only), 31, 34           



Bodo, Murray: 
The Tales of St. Francis, St. Anthony Messenger Press 

Hibbert, Christopher:
The Rise and Fall of the House of the Medici (Chapters I to  





XVI) Penguin Books

King, Ross:

Brunelleschi’s Dome: How a Renaissance Genius Reinvented Architecture, Penguin Books
Letts, Rosa Maria: 
The Renaissance, The Cambridge Introduction to Art History

This book is out of print but you may be able to find a used copy through Barnesandnoble.com or Amazon.com. If you cannot find it, then you might read E.H. Gombrich, The Story of Art, chapters, 10, 11, 12, 13 and 15.

Lewis, R.W.B.: 
Dante, Lipper/Viking (Penguin Lives Series) 

Johnson, Paul

The Renaissance: A Short History (Modern Library Chronicles)

Shakespeare:

King Lear, The Signet Classic Shakespeare, New American Library   

Recommended Additional Reading:
Turner, A. Richard   The Renaissance in Florence, The Everyman Art Library, Calmann and King, London, 1997.

SPRINGTIME IN FLORENCE AND ASSISI TOUR

VILLA LE BALZE, FIESOLE, ITALY

Tuesday, May 11 to Sunday, May 23, 2010

The transition in Western Europe from the medieval to the Renaissance world both contributed to and was shaped by new modes of expression in art, literature, philosophy, and spirituality.  Through a close examination of some of these intellectual and artistic expressions (particularly those of Dante, Michelangelo, and Shakespeare), this study tour will seek first to define the medieval view of the world and then to trace its transformation to that of the Renaissance.  

We shall reside at Georgetown's Villa Le Balze in Fiesole, a lovely hill town overlooking the city of Florence, and visit the relevant historic, artistic, and architectural treasures of Florence and its environs.  We shall ordinarily visit the city in the morning, return to the Villa for dinner, and have the late afternoon free for individual activities.  Discussions will continue on some evenings after supper.  The first weekend of the tour will be spent in Assisi where we shall encounter the legacy of St. Francis in the town where he is buried.  Some time has been provided toward the end of the tour for individual activities and travel.

The tour leaders will be Professors Penn Szittya and Michael Collins, both from the Department of English, Georgetown University.  

The total cost of the tour is $ 5300.00 per person. It includes accommodations at the Villa and at the hotel in Assisi; land travel by air conditioned motor coach in Italy; all meals at the Villa and breakfast and dinner in Assisi; all admission fees; and tours as indicated in the itinerary and course description and subject to the specified conditions.  Lunch in Assisi and in Siena is at the expense of the participants. The cost of the tour is based on double occupancy at the hotel and the Villa, except for one triple room at the Villa which may be requested or which may be used if required to accommodate as many requests for space on the tour as possible.  (In some cases single rooms might be available at the hotel for a supplemental charge, but ordinarily not at the Villa). For those participants taking the tour for academic credit, tuition is also included in the price of the tour.
ITINERARY

Tuesday, May 11
Travelers arrive at the Villa Le Balze in Fiesole (Florence).  Welcome reception, dinner, and orientation to the Villa.

Wednesday, May 12

Our program begins this morning with an introductory lecture on the medieval and Renaissance worldview.  In the afternoon, we make our first trip into Florence to visit one of the city's great medieval basilicas--Santa Maria Novella, the site of Masaccio's revolutionary fresco, The Holy Trinity.  In the evening, in preparation for our walking tour tomorrow of Dante’s Florence, we shall discuss some of the history and culture of the city.  

Thursday, May 13
In the morning, we return to the city for a walking tour of Dante's Florence.  In the afternoon, we turn our attention to St. Francis of Assisi, who was, with Dante, one of the two great precursors of the Renaissance and whose spirit seems still so strongly present in the lovely hill town we shall visit this weekend.    In the evening, in preparation for our visit tomorrow to the Uffizi Gallery, we look at developments in art and literature that marked the transition from the medieval world to the Renaissance.  

Friday, May 14
We shall begin the day with visits first to the Convento San Marco to see the marvelous frescoes of Fra Angelico, and then to the Palazzo Medici with its famous depiction of The Journey of the Magi.  In the afternoon, we shall visit the renowned Uffizi Gallery where we shall examine at first hand many of the paintings we have been discussing over the past two days.  During our visit, we shall encounter some of the greatest works of late medieval and Renaissance art.  In the evening, we discuss the life of St. Francis as it was represented by Giotto and his school in the upper level of the Basilica of St. Francis.

Saturday and Sunday, May 15 and 16
This morning we leave the Villa and travel by motor coach to the medieval Umbrian hill town of Assisi.  In the later morning, we visit the Basilica built over the tomb of St. Francis where countless people, some religious pilgrims, other believers in the spirit of peace and compassion in the life of St. Francis, have shared in the living legacy of Il Poverello.  In the  Basilica we see the extraordinary frescoes of Cimabue, the Lorenzetti brothers, and Giotto.  Later we explore the rambling charm of Assisi's streets, unspoiled despite the town's many visitors.  We spend Saturday night in Assisi where dinner and hotel have been arranged for us.  On Sunday, we visit Mount Subasio, the retreat of St. Francis and his first followers; Church of San Damiano, one of the churches St. Francis restored; and the Basilica of Santa Maria degli Angeli, that now encloses the ground where St. Francis died.  We return to the Villa in late afternoon.  Before supper at the Villa, our discussion turns to King Lear, perhaps the richest expression in English of the multifaceted vision of the Renaissance.


Monday, May 17
We begin the day with a visit to San Miniato, a splendid medieval basilica on a hill high above Florence.  We then proceed to Santa Maria del Carmine, the church which houses Masaccio's recently restored frescoes, including his famous Expulsion.  Finally, we shall visit Santa Croce, one of Florence's great medieval basilicas whose grounds enclose the Pazzi Chapel and Cimabue's famous crucifix, severely damaged in the flood of 1966. In the evening we shall discuss the towering Florentine cathedral, il Duomo, and the artist/architect/engineer, Fillippo Brunelleschi, whose completion of the colossal octagonal dome in 1436 marked one of Renaissance Florence’s greatest achievements.

Tuesday, May 18
This morning we turn our attention to the extraordinary revival of the art of sculpture in fifteenth century Florence.   We shall visit first the Palazzo del Bargello and then the Museo dell'Opera del Duomo where we shall encounter landmark works of two generations of Florentine sculptors, Donatello and Michelangelo.  We shall also see the bronze door panels submitted by Brunelleschi and Ghiberti in the cathedral competition of 1401, which are said to mark the beginning of the Renaissance, and Ghiberti’s remarkable Gates of Paradise, the bronze panels for the east doors of the Baptistery. In the evening, we shall discuss Dante’s Inferno, a work familiar to all the city of Florence and already in the fourteenth century the subject of university lectures.    

Wednesday, May 19
Today we travel by motor coach to the lovely medieval hill towns of Siena and San Gimignano, where part of E.M. Forster's novel, Where Angels Fear to Tread, takes place.  We return to the Villa for dinner and then begin a discussion of Christian humanism, a philosophical and artistic development emphasizing the classical Greek and Roman heritage of Italy and especially the work of Plato.  Humanism flourished under the patronage of Cosimo de’ Medici and his grandson Lorenzo and influenced artists (Botticelli and Michelangelo) as well as philosophers.    Fiesole was a major center for the humanists and their so-called Platonic Academy met at nearby Medici villas.
Thursday, May 20

This morning we shall tour sites associated with the Medici humanist circle and with Michelangelo in Maiano and Settignano. As we travel, we shall explore the culture of the Renaissance villa and its difference from city life, and we shall see where Florence’s famed pietra serena was quarried.  After lunch we return to the Oltr'arno to visit the museum of the Pitti Palace.  In the evening we shall focus our attention on the achievements of the greatest Renaissance artist, Michelangelo Buonarroti, whose career in stone was launched in Settignano.  

Friday, May 21
This morning we visit the most well-known sites associated with Michelangelo in the city of Florence: the Galleria dell'Accademia to see the David and the Bound Slaves; the Church of San Lorenzo; and the Medici Chapel with its extraordinarily powerful tombal sculptures.  The remainder of the day is free for individual visits to the many sites that our itinerary cannot include.     

Saturday, May 22

This day is free for informal visits by public transportation to Florence (e.g., the Medici Palace, Casa Buonarroti, or Santo Spirito) or for individual travel: a day's excursion to such nearby Tuscan towns as Lucca or Pistoia or, with a departure on Friday afternoon, an overnight trip by train or bus to such magnificent cities as Ravenna, Venice, or Urbino.  Arrangements can easily be made in Florence.  (Such travel is at the expense of the participants.)  In the evening we gather for a farewell dinner at the Villa.

Sunday, May 23
Departures from the Villa Le Balze.

All details of the itinerary subject to change based on availability of accommodations, changes in opening/closing schedules, acts of God, and other conditions beyond the control of the tour directors.  

