BLHS 104   Medieval Thought and Culture
Summer 2010
Professor:

Stefan Zimmers

zimmerss@georgetown.edu
ICC 617A
Office Hours: TBA and by appointment
The Course:
A goal of this course is to introduce students to the history and culture of medieval Europe within a more global context that stresses the influence of other cultures on the emergence of a peculiarly European culture.  Students will be introduced to Christian, Islamic, Jewish and pagan (both classical and non-classical) influences on medieval Europe.  They will meet Germans and Romans, Celts and Slavs, slaves and serfs, Christians and non-Christians, clerics and soldiers.  They will learn how a gradually Christianized culture evolved, how the Christian church interacted with individuals on the local level and with governments at the institutional levels.  They will learn how the institutions of government grew and influenced the modern era.  And they will learn about the cultural productions of medieval people, ranging from the technological to the literary.
A second goal is to shift student perspectives of the Middle Ages away from stereotypical notions of a ‘Dark Age’ of feudalism, immobility and unquestioned faith toward a greater appreciation of the complexity of the medieval world and a more profound understanding of the medieval foundations of European world hegemony and of many institutions and literary classics that continue to shape our post-modern lives.  
The course will include readings from a textbook and from primary sources (in translation).  It will include images, recordings, lectures and discussions.  It will meet once a week, in the evening, for 2 hours 45 minutes each session (including a break) for 16 classes.  There will be a one hour introductory session at the beginning, during which the students and faculty will introduce themselves and examine the course goals and the mechanics of the course.    
Requirements:  
There will be a total of three papers due in the course.  Students will also be required to lead a minimum of one-class discussion during the semester.  This will entail posting a list of discussion questions as well as in-class direction of the discussion.  The guidelines for the first two papers will be handed out in class and will be based on primary texts and may, for example, focus on the relationship of individuals or of society to God and religion.  Finally, a longer paper of approximately 10 pages, based on a topic of one’s choosing and done in consultation with the faculty, will be due in the week following the last class.  It may be a comparative analysis of primary sources or an analysis of a variety of historical approaches to the same issue.


Emphasis will be on discussion of the reading, supplemented with lectures.  The course backbone will be provided by a textbook survey of medieval history.

Attendance:

As in any intensive class, attendance at all sessions is required except in extreme circumstances.  If you miss more than 2 classes it is up to the instructor’s discretion to count your class participation as a ‘0’ or to fail you for the course.  Please make it a priority to attend class and to be timely in your arrival.
Late Work: 

Your papers should be turned in at the beginning of class on the assigned date in hard copy.  If you are late the penalty is 1/3 of a letter grade deduction per day that the paper is late.  

Grading:


2 short papers 


30%


Discussion Section

10%


Final Paper


40%


Participation


20%

Texts:

St. Augustine, Confessions

Boethius,  The Consolation of Philosophy

The Song of Roland, trans. Goldin


The Letters of Abelard and Heloise

Barbara, Rosenwein, A Short History of the Middle Ages, 2nd Edition

Schedule of Classes

Part 1:  The Transformation of the Roman World:  300-751  
Week One

Introduction:  The Mentalités of Medieval People (Introductory meeting)
Week Two

The Transformation of the Roman Empire and the New Role of the Church


St. Augustine Confessions, books 1-9

Week Three

The Shift from Rome to Ravenna:  Barbarians within the Roman Empire


Rosenwein, chp 2


Boethius, The Consolation of Philosophy
Week Four

The World of the Merovingians

Selections from Gregory of Tours, History of the Franks on Blackboard
The text of the History of the Franks can be found on-line at 
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/basis/gregory-hist.html#book1. 
Please read the following books and chapters 
Book II 27-42 
Book III 1, 5-7, 14-15,18,34 
Boook IV 2-3, 6-7, 11-15,21-22,24,31 
Book V Preface, 2-3, 5,14,17-18,28,34,44-40 
Book VI 2-3,15,22-24,26-27, 31-35, 39, 45-56 
Book VII 4-9, 14-15, 21-22, 26-38, 47 
Book VIII 1-5 
Book IX 19-20, 27, 30, 35.
Part 2:  The Early Middle Ages, 751-910     

Week Five 

FIRST PAPER DUE
The Expansion of Christianity and impact of monasticism

The Rule of St. Benedict (http://www.kansasmonks.org/RuleOfStBenedict.html or try http://www.ccel.org/ccel/gregory/life_rule.iv.i.html)
Gregory the Great, Pastoral Care, pp. 20-25; 38-39; 75-101; 152-171; 234-237
 
(Selections on Black board)
Week Six

The Carolingians and the Foundations of Western Europe


Rosenwein, chp 3


The Song of Roland

Week Seven

The Crusades

Selections regarding Jews and the Crusades
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/1096jews-mainz.html
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/1096jews.html

Albert of Aix (Selections)
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/albert-cde.html
Selections from the Gesta Francorum
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/gesta-cde.html
Bernard of Clairvaux, In Praise of a New Knighthood,
http://www.the-orb.net/encyclop/religion/monastic/bernard.html
Part 3:  Economic and Religion Revival 900-1200 

Week Eight

Economic and Religious Rebirth


Duby, The Early Economic Development of Europe on Blackboard

The Foundation Charter of Cluny

(http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/chart-cluny.html
Week Ten

Second Paper Due

The Renaissance of the 12 century. 


Rosenwein, chps 4-5


Abelard’s Adversities, in The Letters of Abelard and Heloise

and the first four letters between Abelard and Heloise

Part IV The Height of Medieval Culture  

Week Eleven

Heresy, Reform and The Rise of the Mendicant Orders


Rosenwein, chp 6

Francis and Clare:  The Complete Works, intro, pp37-41, 55-61,66-73, 107-144, 153-156, 209-232 on Blackboard
Week Twelve

Papal monarchy and the Holy Roman Empire in the 13th century


Rosenwein, chp 7


Dante, Inferno, cantos 1-5 (Blackboard)
Week Thirteen

The Fourteenth Century:  Europe in Decline


Rosenwein, chp 8


Prologue to Bocaccio’s Decameron (Blackboard)
Statement of Disability

If you believe you have a disability, then you should contact the Academic Resource Center (arc@georgetown.edu) for further information.  The Center is located in the Leavey Center, Suite 335.  The Academic Resource Center is the campus office responsible for reviewing documentation provided by students with disabilities and for determining reasonable accommodations in accordance with the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) and University policies.
Academic Integrity  

As signatories to the Georgetown University Honor Pledge, you are required to uphold academic honesty in all aspects of the course, especially on exams and papers. The professors and teaching assistants are aware of and regularly consult all of the major internet sources for plagiarized papers. Thus, you are hereby cautioned to follow the letter and the spirit of the Standards of Conduct outlined in the Georgetown Honor System brochure pp. 3-4, 11-13. If you have any questions about conforming to rules regarding plagiarism or about the proper format for citations, consult a professor.
