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General Course Description:

This course examines the rise of modernity, from roughly the opening of the 16th century to the Peace of Westphalia in 1648. Units will study the Reformation, Humanism, and the Counter-Reformation, the literature of Shakespeare and Donne, the rise of scientific method and early modern science, and the early theories of the modern self and the modern nation-state. We will study representative texts situated within the social, economic, political, religious, and cultural history of the early modern world.
The course will be conducted mostly through discussion and in-depth analysis of the assigned readings, with some background lectures as appropriate. Students should be prepared to participate actively, based on a thoughtful reading of the texts.

Course Goals

· To explore and understand the intellectual, material, and historical character of the early modern world.
· To understand the arguments early modern thinkers made for new ways to envision human life in its many facets.
Expectations and Assignments

· You should strive to achieve the ideals of a liberal arts education: free and candid exchange of ideas, rigorous critique of claims, and toleration for considering variant positions.

· Thoughtful reading of the texts in preparation for the class is expected and essential.

· Students should be prepared to participate actively in each week’s seminar discussions. Participation in class is worth 15% of your grade. 

· Students are expected to be ‘ready’ to participate at each moment, including ‘being called upon’ and to discuss and analyze the arguments of particular texts. I will take note of students who do well, poorly, or are not adequately prepared for class. To receive the full credit for class participation, students do not need to ask brilliant questions or answer questions correctly in all circumstances; rather, the credit will be received when it is clear that a good faith attempt has been made by the student to read and comprehend the material and the student can ask reasonable questions about the material, even if they may on occasion not be perfectly correct in their understanding of a particular case or issue. If it is clear that students did not make a good faith effort to read and understand material, and do not make a good faith effort to participate in class (either in passing when directly asked a question or in never voluntarily contributing on their own), then they will receive reduced or no credit for class participation.

· Class Presentations: Each week, one or two students will volunteer (or be assigned) to undertake the task of co-leading the class discussion. We will discuss this more in class, but in general, your task will be to help present an overview of key themes and issues from the reading and pose questions which the class should consider, as related to the topic of the course. Brief handouts are encouraged.

· This participation portion of the grade will take into account familiarity with the readings, your active and keen questioning of the text and your colleagues, attendance, your time as a discussion leader, and the quality of your class participation in general.

· You may use your Laptop Computers in class for note-taking, for looking up relevant items on the web related to class issues, and for referring to related class readings. All other uses of laptops during class time are unacceptable.

· Students must adhere to the principles of conduct set forth in the Georgetown University Undergraduate Honor System. Details may be found at http://gervaseprograms.georgetown.edu/honor/system/ Any sign of violations, including plagiarism, dishonesty, or cheating will be referred to the Honor Council and your Dean(s). 

· Attend the class sessions. If you have a legitimate excuse, I need to know it (by email). Otherwise, be there. Legitimate excuses include illness, family situation, or other events or responsibilities that may occasionally draw you away from a regular class meeting. To be legitimate, I need to know about it beforehand, or it may be deemed legitimate if I receive a notice from your dean, in the case of more serious issues. 

· Attendance will be recorded at each class. 

· Excused absences do not yield a grade penalty, although I reserve the right to impose reasonable “make-up” meetings or assignments to ensure that the covered material is satisfactorily understood. 

· You will be penalized for unexcused absences. Penalties for unexcused absences are as follows:

· 1

1 grade step down (e.g. a B reduced to a B-)

· 2

2 grade steps down (e.g. a B+ reduced to a B-)

· 3

3 grade steps down (e.g. a B+ reduced to a C+)

· 4 or more unexcused absences will constitute a failure to complete the requirements of the course satisfactorily. 

· Complete the written assignments, by the due date. 
· Three 6 page papers that focus on issues raised within a particular section of the class. I will pose multiple questions and students will select one to respond to. 

· More details discussed in class.  

Readings

The seminar will involve close textual readings and discussion. Students are expected to attend class with the readings. Some readings will be distributed via email in .pdf format (and may be distributed as well in hard copy format). The following books are available for purchase:

1. Hans J. Hillerbrand, The Protestant Reformation, (Harper)

2. Luther and Calvin, On Secular Authority (Cambridge, Hopfl, ed.)

3. Thomas More, Utopia, (Cambridge, Logan and Adams, ed.)

4. Shakespeare, The Merchant of Venice (Bantam, Bevington ed.)
5. Shakespeare, MacBeth (Bantam, Bevington ed.)

6. Machiavelli, The Prince (Chicago, Mansfield ed.)
7. Montaigne, The Essays (Penguin, Screech, trans.)

8. Francis Bacon, The Major Works (Oxford, Vickers, ed.)
Schedule

Week 1: 


Introduction: The Early Modern World
Week 2-3: 
The Reformation: Luther 

Week 4: 
The Reformation: Calvin
Week 5: 


The Reformation: Radical Reformation
Week 6:


The Counter-Reformation
Week 7:
 

Ignatius of Loyola
Weeks 8-9: 
Shakespeare—MacBeth and The Merchant of Venice
Week 10:
 

Montaigne—The Essays
Week 11:


Rising Science: Copernicus, Tycho, Kepler, and Galileo
Week 12:
Rising Science: Bacon
Week 13: 
Grotius—On the Law of War and Peace 

Week 14:
 

Conclusion
