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School of Continuing Studies

THE BODY PERFECT AND IMPERFECT:

Stories, Films, and Social Policy

(Fall 2010 Syllabus)

BLHV-265-01, Wednesday September 8 – December 1, 2010, 6:15 – 8:55 P.M.

Topics

This course explores the body. We will identify and critically discuss the ways in which classical literature, movies, and other forms of pop culture shape our views of the body. We will examine how gender, race, and ethnicity affect our perceptions of the beautiful, ideal body. We will explore the physical and societal challenges faced by individuals who have physical or mental impairments, and discuss myths and stereotypes about individuals with disabilities. Texts include one novella and several short stories, as well as personal narratives in which individuals recount their own experiences with shape, color, physical limitations and other attributes. In each class we will watch and discuss film clips relevant to these topics.

Schedule

· Class 1:  Course Introduction (September 8, 2010)

· Marcia Ann Gillespie, “Mirror, Mirror,” in The Politics of Women’s Bodies, ed. Rose Weitz. New York: Oxford University Press USA (1998), pp.201-05.

· Clark, Kenneth. The Nude: A Study in Ideal Form. New York: Pantheon Books, (1956), pp.3-29. 

· Film:   Images of  the body in western art

· Class 2: The Body in the Mirror (September 15, 2010)

· Rosemary Garland Thomson, Staring: How We Look.  Oxford: Oxford UP (2009), pp. 1-24, 79-94.

· Lucy Grealy, Autobiography of a Face. New York: Houghton Mifflin (1994), pp. 205-24.

· Cedilia Hartley, “Letting Ourselves Go: Making Room for the Fat Body in Feminist Scholarship” in Bodies Out of Bounds: Fatness and Transgression. Eds. Jane Evans Braziel and Kathleen LeBesco. Berkeley: U of Cal Press (2001), pp. 60-69.

· Film: Crip Culture Talks Back, Part 1.

· Class 3:  Gender and Beyond Gender (September 22, 2010)

**FIRST RESPONSE PAPER DUE**
· Flannery O’Connor, “Good Country People” (1955). http://www.geocities.com/cyber_explorer99/oconnorgoodcountry.html
· Fausto-Sterling, Anne. Sexing the Body: Gender Politics and the Construction of Sexuality. New York: Basic Books (2000), p. 1-29.

· Susan Cahn, “From the Muscle Moll to the Butch Ballplayer” in The Politics of Women’s Bodies. Ed. Rose Weitz. New York: Oxford University Press USA (1998), pp.67-81.

· Film: Crip Culture Talks Back, Part 2.

· Class 4:  Race and the Body  (September 29, 2010)

· Morrison, Toni. The Bluest Eye.  New York: Vintage (1970).

· Ingrid Banks, Hair Matters: Beauty, Power and Black Women’s Consciousness. New York: NYU P (2000), pp. 21-40.

· Class 5: The Body on Wheels (October 6, 2010)

· Nancy Mairs, Waist High in the World: A Life Among the Nondisabled (Boston: Beacon Press), 1997, pp. 1-64.

· Kittay, Eva, “Love’s Labor Revisited.” Hypatia 17.3 (2002): 237-50.

· Film: Murderball

· Class 6: The Blind Body (October 13, 2010)

· Charles Dickens, “Cricket on the Hearth.” (1845). www.literature.org/authors/dickens-charles/cricket/.
· Georgina Kleeege,  Sight Unseen. New Haven: Yale UP (1999), pp. 9-43. http://www.disabilityculture.org/course/kleege.htm. 

· Class 7:  The Crippled Child: The Tiny Tim Phenomenon (October 20, 2010)

**SECOND RESPONSE PAPER DUE**
· Charles Dickens, “A Christmas Carol” (1843) http://www.online-literature.com/dickens/christmascarol/5/ 

· Martin F. Norden, “Tiny Tim on Screen, A Disability Studies Perspective.” Dickens on Screen. Ed. John Glavin. Cambridge, U.K.: Cambridge UP (2003), pp. 188-200.

· Film: “A Christmas Carol.”

· Class 8:  The Autistic Body (October 27, 2010)

· Listen to “My Language”  (posted by Amanda Baggs on You Tube) in advance of class.

· Daniel Tammet,. Born on a Blue Day. New York: Free Press (2006), pp. 1-28, 47-91.

· Judy and Sean Barron. There’s a Boy in Here: Emerging from the Bonds of Autism. Arlington, TX: Future Horizons (2002), pp. 82-115.

·   Film: “Educating Peter.”

· Class 9: Mind and Body -- Disordered (November 3, 2010)

· Gilman, Charlote Perkins. “The Yellow Wallpaper.” http://www.readbookonline.net/readOnLine/2274/
· Meri Nana-Ama Danquah, From “Willow Weep for Me: A Black Woman’s Journey Through Depression ” in Shaking the Tree: A Collection of New Fiction and Memoir by Black Women. New York: Norton (2003) pp. 32-43.

· Film: Asylum: “A History of the Mental Institution in America.”

· Class 10:  The Aging Body (November 10, 2010)

· Alzheimer’s Disease. A selected list of personal narratives ...
www.alz.org/national/documents/PersNar_RL2007.doc
· Eudora Welty, “Worn Path,” http://www.monstar.com/~acpjr/Blackboard/Common/Stories/WornPath.html
· Eudora Welty, "A Visit of Charity." Collected Short Stories of Eudora Welty.Orlando: Harcourt, 1989 113-119.
· Film: “Inside Looking Out.”
· Class 11: The Dying Body (November 17, 2010)

· Leo Tolstoy, “The Death of Ivan Illych.”

· Bouvia v. Superior Court of California, 1986 California Court of Appeals
· Class 12:  Student oral presentations on final papers (December 1, 2010)

· Class 13: Student oral presentations on final papers (December 8, 2010)

· **FINAL TERM PAPER DUE** (December 9, 2010)

Assignments

Students are expected to attend class regularly and will be graded in part on the quality of class participation.  Students are asked to prepare (a) two short response papers (three double spaced pages) AND (b) a final term paper of twelve-fifteen pages.  The final paper will be due at the end of the course.  Grades will be determined as follows:  30% final paper, 30% class participation, 30% two response papers, 10% oral presentation.

Office Hours

Please arrange an appointment by email: ss735@georgetown.edu.

Required Texts/Materials

Students are required to purchase only one text, Toni Morrison’s paperback, The Bluest Eye. The other texts (articles and book chapters) are available on E-Reserve or Blackboard. 

Honor Code


All students are expected to follow Georgetown’s honor code unconditionally. We assume you have read the honor code material located at http://scs.georgetown.edu/academic-affairs/honor-code, and in particular have read the following documents: Honor Council Pamphlet, “What Is Plagiarism?”, “Sanctioning Guidelines,” and “Expedited Sanctioning Process.” Submitting material in fulfillment of the requirements of this course means that you have abided by the Georgetown honor pledge as given in the Honor Council documents.

Incomplete Grades 

A student who wishes to request an Incomplete, “N,” grade and an extension of time must obtain my prior approval. The deadline for the submission of Incomplete work would be no later than Monday, Jan 17, 2011, and must be delivered to me no later than 4 p.m. on or before that date. Submissions after the deadline date and time will not be accepted and the grade of “N” will automatically change to the grade of “F.”

Student Attendance
Students are expected at all meetings of the course and to be on time.

Disabilities Statement

If you believe you have a disability, then you should contact the Academic Resource Center (arc@georgetown.edu) for further information.  The Center is located in the Leavey Center, Suite 335.  The Academic Resource Center is the campus office responsible for reviewing documentation provided by students with disabilities and for determining reasonable accommodations in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and University policies.
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