Syllabus – The U.S. Civil War – BLHS 351 – 1 HYBRID VERSION

Faculty Contact Information:

Dr. Charles P. Neimeyer

3078 Upshur Ave.

Quantico, VA 22134

703-209-9542
Balt42@aol.com
Course Materials:

McWhiney & Jamieson -- Attack and Die

McPherson – Battle Cry of Freedom

Perman – Emancipation and Reconstruction, 2nd Ed.

Clinton, Silber, McPherson – Divided Houses

Eric Foner – Free Soil, Free Labor, Free Men

Course Description:

A study of the U.S. Civil War. Topics include causes of the war; sectional politics and secession; resources and strategies of the Confederacy and the Union; the changing character of the war; emancipation and its consequences; the economic, social and political conditions of the home front; and the wartime origins of Reconstruction.

Course Goals/Objectives:

After completion of this course, you should be able to:

analyze and explain the ideological conflicts between the Northerners and

Southerners that led to the war.

articulate and apply military theory (grand strategy, operational strategy, and

tactics) to particular battles and campaigns.
describe how the war evolved from the Napoleonic concepts of war to modern

Warfare.
explain how the Civil War challenged and altered the Constitution.
explain how the Civil War affected gender roles, reshaped racial attitudes, and

exposed class distinctions in Northern and Southern societies.
explain how and why the process of Reconstruction was unsuccessful in resolving the underlying issues that caused the Civil War.
appreciate that history is not static but an ever-changing perspective on past

events.
add to your critical skills by applying the tools of historical perspective and

analysis.
differentiate between primary, secondary, and tertiary sources, and engage in

critical historical research.
History Program Goals:

This course has been designed to meet not only the specific course goals but also the educational goals of the BALS program as well as Georgetown cross-curricular initiatives. These objectives include:

increasing your knowledge of information technologies and their uses.
enhancing your information literacy by offering models of critical analysis and

Appreciation.
providing assignments that improve your effective writing skills.
broadening your historical and international perspective on human events.
To meet these goals, the readings for this class have been carefully selected and the assignments carefully designed. Your successful completion of this course will indicate that you have demonstrated increased skills and knowledge in each of the above areas as appropriate to a university class.

Course Methodology:

This course is considered a hybrid course.  This means that every other weekly session (unless otherwise notified by the instructor) will be held online and discussed in the online discussion boards. During these particular weeks we will NOT meet in our regularly scheduled classroom. However, our first class will be a face to face session in our regularly scheduled classroom and we will meet thereafter every other week until the end of the course. The second class is our first online session. The third class is face to face and so on. The last session is also face to face and will be a course wrap-up session. During the online sessions, students are REQUIRED to fully participate in the discussion boards and complete any required research necessary to answer the topics being discussed or directly assigned to students to answer. Failure to do so will seriously affect your class participation grade. There is no need to reiterate an answer already provided by another student but you can add additional material or disagree (respectfully) with each other’s findings. 
Course Introduction:

This course is an advanced study of American History at its most fractious moment, the American Civil War and Reconstruction (1850-1877). The course surveys the essential quarrel that extended into the breakup of the Union. It examines the military engagements in the context of military theory on strategy and tactics. The course focuses on the leadership of Abraham Lincoln and Jefferson Davis as each tried to manipulate his way in the political struggles of the Union and the Confederacy, emancipation, and the war’s effect on the home front. The course details the problems and procedures of reconstructing the nation after the war. Finally, the course offers you an analysis of the postwar “historical writing” that made the issues of flags, images, and heroes controversial in our own time.

This course will consist of six units:

Unit 1 Why did the American Civil War Occur?

Unit 2 The Nation Goes to War (1861-1863)

Unit 3 Politics and Emancipation

Unit 4 The Union Prevails (1864–1865)

Unit 5 The Reconstruction Era (1865&$8211;1877)

Unit 6 “The Battle for Memory”

The Civil War continues to fascinate contemporary Americans. It has been and still is being re-explored and reinterpreted. This continuing need to grapple with this difficult period in the American past reflects the complexity of the issues that led to the war between the states and the social and political legacies left in its wake. This class makes no claim to offer an exhaustive study of every detail of the Civil War and Reconstruction eras. It would be impossible to investigate the sheer quantity of material that exists for this era and the remarkably detailed studies that have been written by participants as well as professional and amateur historians. The more modest goal of this course is to provide you with an advanced background on the framework scholars use when interpreting this

time period. The goal is for you to appreciate the importance of the past in shaping America's present and future.

Course Requirements:

All students will be required to submit two (2) term papers during the course. One is due at midterm and the other at the end of the course. For paper one, students are to select and conduct an analysis of a specific civil war battle that you believe changed the course of the war in some significant way (i.e. militarily, socially, politically, economically). For paper two, students are to select a topic and provide reasons why you believe a topic or event became part of a lasting legacy that stemmed directly from the Civil War. For example, (the women’s movement, slavery and race relations, the 13th, 14th and 15th Amendments, military technology and tactics, military customs and traditions, etc.) All paper topics for both paper assignments should be run by the professor for approval BEFORE you begin research and writing. Each paper will be at least 8 pages of double spaced text but no more than 10 pages in total text. Students are cautioned to use standardized and consistent rules of citation and documentation in your research. All papers should also include at least two primary and two secondary sources listed in your works cited or endnotes page. While I prefer Turabian, students may use any approved methodology for citation. There will be a

penalty accessed for all papers that are submitted late. (5 points off for each day late). Try to avoid finding yourself in a late paper situation. Extensions for paper submissions will be granted only for extraordinary circumstances and given out on a case by case basis after consultation with the class professor.

Class participation is also considered in determining your final grade. Class attendance will form part of this portion of your grade. All students are authorized one unexcused absence. Thereafter, points will be deducted (10 points) for each unexcused absence. Excused absences must receive the prior approval of the professor. Since the class only meets once a week, missing a significant number of classes will make it very hard for you to receive a passing grade so please ensure that you get to class as scheduled and on time. Students who miss two classes are subject to involuntary withdrawal from the course.  Under NO circumstances will a student achieve a passing grade until all course

requirements have been successfully completed.

Grading Criteria:

Class participation = 20 percent

Midterm Paper = 40 percent

Final Paper = 40 percent

Total 100 percent
Grading Scale:

A = 90 – 100

B = 80 – 89

C = 70 – 79

D = 60 – 69

F = 0 – 59

Submission of Original Work

All work submitted must be written for this course during the term in which the course is being completed. Work from other courses or from other academic or non-academic settings, past or present, is not acceptable and may be subject to immediate failure. If students wish to submit extensively revised or expanded work previously submitted in this or another course, they must obtain the approval of the class instructor in advance.

Make Up Exam Policy

Students are expected to turn in all written assignments when scheduled. In the event of illness or extraordinary circumstances, the student must contact the faculty member and provide documentation to request an exception and approval to turn a paper in late. If the request is not approved, the paper grade will be deducted 5 points for each day it is past due. 
Course Schedule:

Week One – Read Foner, Intro – 72, Clinton, Part I, and McPherson, 1-2. [In Class]
Week Two – Read Foner, 3-4, McPherson 3-4. On LINE session
Week Three – Read Foner, 5-6, McPherson 5-7. [In Class]
Week Four – Read McPherson, 8-11. On LINE session
Week Five – Read McPherson, 12-14. [In Class]
Week Six – Read Perman, Chapter 1 On LINE session
Week Seven – Read McPherson, 15-20. [In Class] MIDTERM Paper DUE 12 October 2010
Week Eight – Read Clinton, Part III, McPherson, Chapt. 21. On LINE session
Week Nine – Read McWhiney & Jamieson, 1-8” [In Class]
Week Ten – Read McWhiney, 9-12, McPherson, Chapt. 24. On LINE session
Week Eleven – Read McPherson, 25-28, Perman 2-4. [In Class] Watch the movie Glory 
** No class during Thanksgiving Week – Enjoy!!
Week Twelve – course wrap-up [In Class] FINAL Paper DUE 7 December 2010.
