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OVERVIEW AND GOALS OF THE COURSE:

The course begins with an overview of the development of U.S. cities and the structural roots of urban problems.  We then move to an examination of the growth and development of cities and some of the classical theories of the city.  We next focus on the contemporary problems of the poor and minorities in urban areas.  Then we turn to how these communities have worked to organize and overcome these structural forces to empower themselves and alter their opportunities.  Throughout the course, we examine specific urban problems such as transportation and congestion, housing and urban decay, crime, and urban street life.  The ways through which residents organize themselves, such as community-based organizations and community development organizations, serve as a particular focus of the course.

This course is integral to the Concentration in Urban Analysis and Community Development and shares the primary learning goals of the concentration:

· To improve your understanding of the social organization of the city;

· To introduce you to the diversity and variable living conditions that exist in the city;

· To provide you with some theoretical tools to help you understand urban development and change;

· To provide you with the conceptual tools to help you to understand the effects of urban social structures on influencing life chances, particularly those that hinder opportunities for the poor and marginalized; 

· To introduce you to community organizations that promote social justice;

· To develop your sense of agency through applying conceptual tools and research methods to contribute to social change;

· To provide you with safe, challenging experiences that enable you to become more confident city dwellers and more effective advocates for social change;

· To further your commitment to social justice by providing you with a rewarding experience based on your contributions to and/or analysis of such endeavors. 

The course begins with an overview of the development of U.S. cities and the structural roots of urban problems.  We then move to an examination of the growth and development of cities and some of the classical theories of the city.  We next focus on the problems of the poor and minorities in urban areas.  Then we turn to how these communities have worked to organize and overcome these structural forces to empower themselves and alter their opportunities.  Next, we turn to specific urban problems, such as transportation and congestion, housing and urban decay, and urban street life.  We examine urban political systems to learn more about the challenges and opportunities for local politics to address these problems.  

Course Requirements and Expectations

Requirements:  Grades for the course will be based on class participation, a mid-term exam with a focus on theories of urban analysis, and an individual theory-focused project  and presentation.  
· The participation grade will be based on class attendance, participation in class discussion, and the quality of your substantive contributions to classroom discussions (10%).  

· The Midterm will each count for 30% of the course grade. The exam will be a take home and it will be adequately discussed in class to prepare for it.  
· There will be a theory-focused project due at the end of the semester that will count for 50% of the final grade.  This final project will focus on a key theoretical issue in urban and community development.  Following the Midterm specific guidelines for this project will be discussed. 

The following chart summarizes the grading scheme for the course:

	Course component
	

	Participation: includes attendance, participation, and quality contributions to class discussion
	10 %

	Midterm: based on readings and class presentations
	30%

	Project: theory-focused
	50%

	
	

	Project Presentations based on
	10 %


Readings:  The readings assigned below are required.  There will be other materials, such as Blackboard reserve articles and handouts, assigned as well.  You should complete the reading assignments PRIOR to the class for which they are assigned and come to class prepared to discuss and apply the readings.  The required texts for the course, available at the bookstore, are:

Fran Tonkiss, Space, the City and Social Theory: Social Relations and Urban Forms.  
New York: Polity, 2006.

· ISBN-10: 0745628265

· ISBN-13: 978-0745628264

Marion Orr, editor, Transforming the City: Community Organizing and the Challenge of 
Political Change.  Kansas City, KS: University Press of Kansas, 2007.

· ISBN-10: 0700615148

· ISBN-13: 978-0700615148

Other Expectations:  In order to maximize the opportunity for everyone to learn, and in the interest of fairness to everyone (each student, the teaching assistant, community partners, the instructors), I present here a set of expectations about classroom and course behavior.  Some of these expectations are matters of simple courtesy, such as turning off cell phones and other potentially disruptive devices upon entering the classroom; and showing up on time and being prepared to start when the class is scheduled to start. Other policies, such as the make-up exam and late paper policies below, are designed to maintain fairness and equity among students and to not create unreasonable additional burdens for me.

Conducive classroom learning environment: Please arrive in the classroom and be prepared to begin on time.  Please turn off your cell phone, pagers and other electronic devices.  Please use proper, civil, respectful language when addressing others (students, instructors, outside guests) in the classroom.  Please listen to one another first, in order to understand the other’s perspective, before trying to rebut or refute the other.  Remember, we are all learners, with something to gain from the class, and we are all teachers, sharing our experiences and insights with others.  

We will be using Blackboard and e-mail in the course to facilitate communications.  It is your responsibility to check the course postings in Blackboard and your e-mail regularly.  Please be sure that your Georgetown netid account is working properly and that you are using it, or forwarding your email appropriately to another account that you use regularly.  I am not able to accommodate problems that you have with your GU email account—or send messages to you through another account—as your netid is the only address that Blackboard can access.

Below is a tentative list of assignments.  Please note that these are subject to change, either through class or email announcements or Blackboard postings.
ATTENDANCE

Students are expected to attend all classes.  At a minimum the professor should be contacted by email regarding situations where the student will be absent or late.  Please email Professor Palacios at jmp32@georgetown.edu.  Unexcused absences will result in a lowering of the attendance and participation portion of the final grade (10%) of the course.
HONOR CODE

As a Jesuit, Catholic university, committed to the education of the whole person, Georgetown expects all members of the academic community, students and faculty, to strive for excellence in scholarship and in character.
All students are expected to follow Georgetown’s honor code unconditionally. I assume you have read the honor code material located at www.georgetown.edu/honor, and in particular have read the following documents: Honor Council Pamphlet, “What is Plagiarism?”, “Sanctioning Guidelines”, and “Expedited Sanctioning Process.”  Papers in this course will either all or at random be submitted to turnitin.com for checking.
Submitting material in fulfillment of the requirements of this course means that you have abided by the Georgetown honor pledge:
In the pursuit of the high ideals and rigorous standards of academic life, I commit myself to respect and uphold the Georgetown Honor System: To be honest in any academic endeavor, and to conduct myself honorably, as a responsible member of the Georgetown community, as we live and work together.
The Honor System includes detailed provisions for investigating and adjudicating allegations of academic misconduct. Further information is available at http://gervaseprograms.georgetown.edu/hc/.
CONSEQUENCES FOR PLAGIARISM

Plagiarism situations are automatically referred to the Honor Council.  If a student is found plagiarizing there are specific consequences that are specified by the Honor Council.  Specifically for this class if a student is found to have committed plagiarism the specific assignment will receive a fail grade with points no higher than 65% of the total assigned points.
DISABILITY ACCOMMODATION

If you believe you have a disability, then you should contact the Academic Resource Center at 202-687-8354 (arc@georgetown.edu) for further information. The Center is located in the Leavey Center, Suite 335. The Academic Resource Center is the campus office responsible for reviewing documentation provided by students with disabilities and for determining reasonable accommodations in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and University policies.

LATE PAPERS/ASSIGNMENTS

Late papers and assignments will be automatically downgraded if the situation has not been discussed in advance with the professor.   At the very least if an assignment will be turned in late the professor should be notified on the day the assignment is due.  Unless there is a valid medical excuse, family situation, or disability arrangement assignments will be downgraded at least 5%.  Further downgrading will be made at the discretion of the professor if agreements are not met.  Papers late over one week without any arrangement will not be accepted.

INCOMPLETE GRADES

In some instances it may be necessary for a B.A.L.S. student to request an Incomplete, “N,” grade and an extension of time by the professor to complete the required coursework. Some professors do not allow Incompletes. If they do, they may establish a date prior to the dates given here and they may also assign a grade penalty or other penalty for late work. If the professor grants the student additional time to complete the coursework and the work is completed by the date established by the professor on or before the Incomplete deadline, the “N” is changed to the appropriate grade. This policy is applicable to all Liberal Studies courses as well as courses students may take outside the Program here at Georgetown or another university.  For this course the final date for submission of work to satisfy the incomplete is January 15, 2011.

Submissions after the published deadline date and time will not be accepted and the grade of “N” will automatically change to the grade of “F.”  Following the deadline the professor will review the work submitted and send a grade change report to the associate dean. The grade change is then forwarded to the Registrar for posting to the student’s record. 

WEEK


TOPICS AND ASSIGNMENTS
	#1 


	Introduction and course overview



	

	#2 


	Community and Solitude—Social Relations in the City
Tonkiss, Chapter 1

	

	#3 


	Spaces of Difference and Division
Tonkiss, Chapter 2

	

	#4 

	The Politics of Space—Social Movements and Public Space

Tonkiss, Chapter 3

	

	#5


	Capital and Culture—Gentrifying the City

Tonkiss, Chapter 4

	

	#6


	Embodied Spaces—Gender, Sexuality and the City

Tonkiss, Chapter 5

	

	#7


	Spatial Stories—Subjectivity in the City

Tonkiss, Chapter 6

	

	#8


	Making Space—Urban Cultures, Spatial Tactics
Tonkiss, Chapter 7

MIDTERM REVIEW: OCTOBER 14
WILL BE DISCUSSED AND HANDED OUT



	

	#9


	MIDTERM EXAM DUE IN CLASS: OCTOBER 21
Community Organizing and the Changing Ecology of Civic Engagement

Orr, Chapter 1

	

	#10


	Running in Place: Saul Alinsky, Race, and Community Organizing

Orr, Chapter 2

	

	#11


	Community Organizing in a Nonregime City: The New Orleans Experience

Division and Fragmentation: The El Paso Experience in Global-Local Perspective

Orr, Chapters 3 & 4

	

	#12


	Higher Power: Strategic Capacity for State and National Organizing

Summing Up: Community Organizing and Political Change in the City
Orr, Chapters 7 & 8



	NO CLASS ON THANKSGIVING



	#13


	FINAL CLASS: PRESENTATIONS OF PROJECTS

FINAL PROJECTS ARE DUE ON THE ASSIGNED FINAL EXAM DATE ISSUED BY THE REGISTRAR FOR THIS COURSE.

	



