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WRITING IN AN INTERDISCIPLINARY ENVIRONMENT (BLHS 120-02)
COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course will introduce students to academic writing, focusing on the development of critical methods in interdisciplinary research.  The class will address the primary aspects of argument, method, organization, evidence gathering, persuasion, mechanics, form and style.  To write with precision and care and to persuade others through writing indeed demand the utmost skill of an artisan.  As Edmund Morrison writes, “Like stones, words are laborious and unforgiving, and the fitting of them together, like the fitting of stones, demands great patience and strength of purpose and particular skill.”  We will identify the primary stages of writing and explain how to express one’s critical ideas, as Joe Williams suggests, with clarity and grace--from settling on a topic to organizing one’s thoughts and presenting them as effectively as possible.  Students will learn to identify and select certain analytical questions that pertain to specific fields or disciplines (e.g., literary theory and criticism, cultural studies, media studies, communications, psychology, anthropology, sociology, philosophy, women’s studies, public policy and planning, intellectual history, art history, religion, ethics, and science).  Students will be encouraged to examine key methodological relations between two or more fields.  We will seek to sharpen and narrow the focus of our investigations, while at the same time examining critical issues from multidisciplinary vantage points.  Students will conduct research on historic events, current affairs, and future outcomes, exploring the connections between critical methodologies and interpretation.  We will supplement our weekly discussions with articles, essays, fiction, and film screenings from around the world.  Students will have the opportunity to discuss and share their writing and ideas in a collaborative and open environment of respectful and positive exchange.  
REQUIRED TEXTS:

Aaron, Jane E.  The Little, Brown, Compact Handbook.  7th Edition.  NY: Longman, 

2010. 

Mehta, Gita.  A River Sutra.  NY: Vintage International, 1993.
Williams, Joe.  Style: Lessons in Clarity and Grace.  9th Edition.  NY: Longman, 

2006. [Note: The 10th Edition, 2010, has been recently made available.  You may

use either of these editions.] 
**A Selection of scholarly articles, stories, poems and essays have been posted on Blackboard. 
Course materials are available for purchase in the Georgetown Bookstore.
RECOMMENDED READINGS FOR INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES:

ART HISTORY

Arnold, Dana.  Art History: A Very Short Introduction.  NY: Oxford University Press, 

2004.

D’Alleva, Anne.  Look!  The Fundamentals of Art History.  NY: Prentice Hall, 2006.

Hatt, Michael and Charlotte Klonk.  Art History: A Critical Introduction to Its Methods.  

Manchester University, 2006.

MEDIA STUDIES
Campbell, Richard, et al.  Media and Culture Fifth Edition: An Introduction to Mass

 Communication.  5th edition.  Boston, MA: Bedford/St. Martin’s Press, 2005.
Long, Paul and Tim Wall.  Media Studies: Texts, Production, Context.  NY: Longman, 


2009.

Stokes, Jane.  How to Do Media and Cultural Studies.  NY: Sage Publications, 2003.

Turow, Joseph.  Media Today: An Introduction to Mass Communication.  3rd Edition.  

T & F Books US, 2009.
LITERARY STUDIES

Goodman, Lizbeth.  Literature and Gender.  NY: Routledge, 1996.

Whites, James Boyd.  The Legal Imagination.  Chicago, IL: The University of Chicago

Press, 1995.

Ward, Ian.  Law and Literature: Possibilities and Perspectives.  NY: Cambridge 

University Press, 2008.  

RELIGIOUS STUDIES

Furseth, Inger and Pal Repstad.  An Introduction to the Sociology of Religion.  UK: 
Ashgate Publishing, 2006.

Bowie, Fiona.  The Anthropology of Religion: An Introduction.  UK: Blackwell 

Publishing Ltd., 2006.

Spilka, Bernard and Daniel N. McIntosh.  The Psychology of Religion: Theoretical 

Approaches.  UK: Westfield Press, 1997. 

See “Writing the Religion Paper”: http://www.dartmouth.edu/~writing/materials/student/humanities/religion.shtml

HISTORY
Howell, Martha C. and Walter Prevenier.  From Reliable Sources: An Introduction to 
Historical Methods.  Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2001.

Presnell, Jenny L.  The Information-Literate Historian.  NY: Oxford University Press, 
2006.

Storey, William Kelleher. Writing History: A Guide For Students. NY: Oxford University 
Press, 1999.

POLITICAL SCIENCE

Marsh, David and Gerry Stoker.  Theory and Methods in Political Science.  NY: Palgrave 
MacMillan, 1994.  

Wolff, Jonathan.  An Introduction to Political Philosophy.  NY: Oxford University Press,
 
2006.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

Students will be asked to attend each class meeting promptly and participate actively.  Active participation requires completion of the assigned readings before they are to be reviewed in class and joining in small and larger group discussions on the materials.  Attendance and participation are required.  Please note that three absences will be grounds to be involuntarily dropped from the course.  The student's success depends upon the level of engagement one brings to the course, and one's grade will subsequently reflect the quality and effort each student demonstrates throughout the semester and the proficiency of one’s comprehension of the materials.  The student will be asked to complete a series of short writing exercises, deliver two class presentations, submit a formal outline and draft, write two analytical essays and complete a final research paper (the topic will be selected by the student and will be approved by the instructor).  The total percentage of your grade will be determined according to the following scale:




  5% short writing exercises



10% formal outline and draft 



10% short film analysis




15% critical essay #1




15% critical essay #2



15% class presentations (style and critical methods)




30% final research project 

(approximately 15 pages, not including “Works Cited”
 and notes**)
**The documentation for your research papers must follow the MLA, APA or the Chicago (Turabian) format.  The choice of format and documentation depends on the methods and topic of your paper (see The Little, Brown, Compact Handbook for a brief explanation on the rules of proper documentation).  
WRITING CENTER — Students that would benefit from additional assistance in their writing should visit the Writing Center (http://writingcenter.georgetown.edu) in the second floor of Lauinger Library.  Please take advantage of this service in developing your analytical writing skills.
INCOMPLETE POLICY — No incomplete grades will be given for the course.  In the event of an extreme circumstance such as a death in the family, serious illness or other major problem, you may request special consideration to the general rule above.  
LATE POLICY — Students are expected to turn in all class assignments by the specified due date.  The student’s grade will be lowered one full step for each day that the assignment has not been received after the due date.  Should you experience any difficulties in meeting a deadline, it is your responsibility to contact the professor before the due date to make arrangements for an extension so that you will not be penalized.  Once a new due date has been set, the student must abide by the agreement that has been made.  
GEORGETOWN HONOR SYSTEM —The university community seeks to maintain the highest standards of academic integrity, and students should be apprised of the consequences of violating these honor codes.  Should the student be found guilty of plagiarism or cheating, he or she will be given an automatic “F” for the course and will receive further university disciplinary action.  For information on the university’s policy on academic integrity, please consult the Academic Honor System, which can be found on the Georgetown University website: http://library.georgetown.edu/odyssey/plagiarism.htm.

Georgetown Honor System: Students are expected to follow Georgetown’s honor code unconditionally. You will need to read the honor code material that can be found at www.georgetown.edu/honor.  In particular, please read the following documents: Honor Council Pamphlet, “What is Plagiarism?”; “Sanctioning Guidelines”; and “Expedited Sanctioning Process.”  
Submitting material in fulfillment of the requirements of this course means that you will abide by the Georgetown honor pledge:
In the pursuit of the high ideals and rigorous standards of academic life, I commit myself to respect and uphold the Georgetown Honor System: To be honest in any academic endeavor, and to conduct myself honorably, as a responsible member of the Georgetown community, as we live and work together.
AMERICAN WITH DISABILITIES ACT (ADA): Georgetown University complies fully with the ADA requirements and encourages students with disabilities to receive the extra time and/or assistance needed to complete their courses.  Please see the instructor about your specific needs and take advantage of the University Services for Students with Disabilities (see http://ldss.georgetown.edu).  If you believe you have a disability, then you should contact the Academic Resource Center at 202-687-8354 (arc@georgetown.edu) for further information. The Center is located in the Leavey Center, Suite 335. The Academic Resource Center is the campus office responsible for reviewing documentation provided by students with disabilities and for determining reasonable accommodations in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and University policies.
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE:

Week One: Sat., Sept. 4th 

INTRODUCTION TO COURSE:
WRITING IN AN INTERDISCIPLINARY 

ENVIRONMENT






Case Studies: Homer, selections from The Iliad;






John Lukacs, “Seventy Years Later.” (Blackboard)
Richard Wright, “The Library Card.” 





A Selection of Paintings and 
Documentary Photographs 
Week Two: Sat., Sept. 11th 

STRATEGIES OF ARGUMENT:





LOGOS, ETHOS AND PATHOS

Read: The Little, Brown Compact 
Handbook, Ch. 2: “Writing in and Out of College,” pp. 68-137.
Blackboard Readings: Michelle Malkin, “Racial Profiling: A Matter of Survival”;

Arsalan Iftikhar, “Losing Liberties”;

Michelle Levin, “The Case for Torture”;

McQ, “Situational Ethics and the Argument for Torture.”
Week Three: Sat., Sept. 18th 

STRATEGIES OF ARGUMENT:
THE ART OF PERSUASION
Blackboard Reading: Jhumpa Lahiri, “When Mr. Pirzada Came to Dine” and “A Temporary Matter” (Blackboard); Style, 1-2.
Week Four: Sat., Sept 25th 

WRITING IN THE DISCIPLINES





METHODOLOGIES IN THE ARTS &






HUMANITIES






**Class Presentations**
Read:  The Little, Brown Compact 
Handbook, Ch. 8: “Writing in the Disciplines,” pp. 381-402; Ch. 3-4, Style; 
Gita Mehta, A River Sutra, pp. 1-161.
Week Five: Sat., Oct. 2nd 

METHODOLOGIES IN THE ARTS & 
HUMANITIES, continued.
**Class Presentations**





Read: A River Sutra, pp. 162-282; Ch. 5-6, Style.





Short Writing Assignment (Analytical Paper) 
Due
Week Six: Sat., Oct. 9th 

METHODOLOGY IN THE SOCIAL SCIENCES





**Class Presentations**





Read: Ch. 7-8, Style. 

Week Seven: Sat., Oct. 16th 

METHODOLOGY IN THE SOCIAL SCIENCES
AND/OR THE NATURAL AND APPLIED 

SCIENCES

**Class Presentation**





Film Screening: Ang Lee’s Eat Drink Man Woman (1994)
Week Eight: Sat., Oct. 23rd  

THE RESEARCH PROCESS: 

DEVELOPING A WORKING PLAN
Read: The Little, Brown Compact Handbook, 

Ch. 1: “The Writing Process,” pp. 3-68; and Ch. 7: “Research Writing,” pp. 316-77; Ch. 9-10, Style.





Short Writing Assignment Due 
Week Nine: Sat., Oct. 30th 

ORGANIZATION & DEVELOPMENT





Categorical & Definitional; Cause/Consequence;






Resemblance; Evaluation; Ethical; Proposal.






Blackboard Readings: Selections from 

John D. Ramage, et al., Writing Arguments;
Ch. 11-12, Style.
Week Ten: Sat., Nov. 6th 

EVIDENCE GATHERING






Readings:






Geri-Ann Galanti, “How to Do Ethnographic 

Research.”  For a copy of the article, see:






http://www.ggalanti.com/articles/ehtnoresearch.pdf
 “An Ethnography Primer”:

http://www.nus.edu.sg/nec/InnoAge/documents/ethnography_primer.pdf
Reading on Blackboard:

Valerie Raleigh Yow, Recording Oral History;

Selections from Zora Neale Hurston’s Dust Tracks 

on a Road





Introduction to Field Research Project
Week Eleven: Sat., Nov. 13th 

EVIDENCE GATHERING






Read: Ch. 10-11, Style; Readings:






Geri-Ann Galanti, “How to Do Ethnographic 

Research.”  For a copy of the article, see:






http://www.ggalanti.com/articles/ehtnoresearch.pdf
 “An Ethnography Primer”:

http://www.nus.edu.sg/nec/InnoAge/documents/ethnography_primer.pdf
Reading on Blackboard:

Valerie Raleigh Yow, Recording Oral History;

Selections from Zora Neale Hurston’s Mules and
 Men 





Introduction to Field Research Project 
Week Twelve: Sat., Nov. 20th  
EVIDENCE GATHERING 





Library Archives and the Archeology of Knowledge






Short Writing Assignment (Paper on 

Ethnography and/or Oral History) 

Due 
Week Thirteen: Sat., Nov. 27th
THANKSGIVING BREAK - NO CLASS

Week Fourteen: Sat., Dec. 4th

MECHANICS

Read: The Little, Brown Compact 
Handbook, Ch. 4-6: “Sentence Parts and Patterns,” “Punctuation,” “Spelling and Mechanics,” pp. 143-179; Ch. 12, Style.






Outline and Draft Due 
Week Fifteen: Sat., Dec. 11th 

FORM & DOCUMENTATION
(Virtual Class Meeting)

Read: The Little, Brown Compact 
Handbook, “MLA Documentation and Format,” “APA Documentation & Format,” “Chicago/CSE,” pp. 403-508.





Short Writing Assignment Due (Online 

Assignment)
Final Research Project Due Date TBA
