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Overview

This course provides students with a basic framework for understanding the structure and practice of US national security policy.  The class begins by discussing the social, political and intellectual trends that drove the development of national security policy from the founding of the Republic to the current day.  We then focus on the modern period, examining policy and institutional developments during the Cold War and the post 9-11 environments.  We will conclude with a discussion of major security challenges facing the United States in the 21st century.  In addition to scholarly writings, lecture, and classroom discussion, we will be focusing on and examining key primary source documents (federal law and legislation, political treatises, executive orders, international treaties, etc.) that have shaped policy.  Upon completion, students should be able to identify key actors, institutions, and historical trends that continue to shape US national security policy.

Class Requirements (% of total grade)

This class consists primarily of lecture with substantial time set-aside for in-class discussion of the readings.  In addition to the assigned readings, students are expected to maintain awareness of major international developments by reading a domestic news source such as the Washington Post and a reputable foreign news source such as the BBC or Deutsche Welle on-line.  Students are encouraged to invest in a decent world atlas in order to familiarize themselves with the location and geography of major global activities.

Attendance:  Students are required to attend all class meetings.  Requests for absences will be considered for actual emergency situations only.  I will call for a meeting with any student who misses 2 or more classes to discuss the student’s commitment to the class. 
· Examinations:  There will be one final exam.  The exam consists of short essay responses to questions designed for you to demonstrate your knowledge of the subject material presented throughout the course.  The exam will be take-home so that you have opportunity to compose your thoughts more coherently without the pressures of a timed, in-class exam.  (40% of grade).  

· Paper:  Each student will write a 12-14-page research paper examining a national security topic.  Additional information will be provided in class. (40% of grade)  

· Class Participation:  Class participation is integral to the success of our learning experience.  Participation will consist of 1) offering the class a 5-minute synopsis of your progress in your research topic, 2) contributing regularly to thoughtful classroom discussion and 3) participating in on-line Blackboard assignments if/when assigned. (20% of grade)
Late/Incomplete work: Late work will be marked down 1 letter grade per 24-hour period unless the student can document a valid medical emergency or family crisis.  Such situations must be brought to my attention before the due date; you are free to contact me via phone or e-mail (above).  Similarly, students seeking an extension past the normal semester to complete class work can make the request provided the student can document a valid medical emergency or family crisis.  Contact me for details.

Classroom Courtesy

Out of respect for your fellow students (and your instructor), please turn off personal communication devices (cell phone, Blackberry, etc.) while class is in session.  Students are welcome to bring laptop computers to class for note taking and class-related work.  Students who abuse this policy (e.g. chatting on Facebook, etc. during lecture) will lose this privilege.  
Academic Honesty
All students are expected to follow Georgetown’s honor code unconditionally. I assume you have read the honor code material located at www.georgetown.edu/honor, and in particular have read the following documents: 
· Honor Council Pamphlet
· “What is Plagiarism?”
· “Sanctioning Guidelines”
· “Expedited Sanctioning Process.”
Papers in this course will either all or at random be submitted to turnitin.com for checking.  Submitting material in fulfillment of the requirements of this course means that you have abided by the Georgetown honor pledge:
In the pursuit of the high ideals and rigorous standards of academic life, I commit myself to respect and uphold the Georgetown Honor System: To be honest in any academic endeavor, and to conduct myself honorably, as a responsible member of the Georgetown community, as we live and work together.
Violations of the University Honor System, to include plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty, will not be tolerated and will be brought to the immediate attention of the Honor Council, which makes the final ruling in matters of academic dishonesty.  If – and only if - the Council determines that a student has violated the honor code, I will mark down the assignment and/or the student’s final course grade at my own discretion.  If you have a specific question about academic honesty (especially sourcing research materials) please feel free to discuss with me at anytime.  As a faculty member, I take my responsibilities seriously in this regard, and I expect students to do the same.  
Student Disabilities

If you believe you have a disability, you should contact the Academic Resource Center at 202-687-8354 (arc@georgetown.edu) for further information.  The Center is located in the Leavey Center, Suite 335.  The Academic Resource Center is the campus office responsible for reviewing documentation provided by students with disabilities and for determining reasonable accommodations in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and University policies.

Readings
The required texts are available at the University bookstore and also at major on-line book retailers.  They are also in the Lauinger Library general collection.  In addition, each session will also have reserve readings that will be available either at the Lauinger Library, via the Blackboard system, or direct via the instructor.  Be sure you have the necessary network accounts to access and use the Blackboard system.

Required Texts

· Viotti, Paul R.; American Foreign Policy and National Security – A Documentary Record (Pearson Education, Inc., Upper Saddle River, NJ, 2005)
· Flanagan, Stephen J., and Schear, James A., Strategic Challenges – America’s Global Security Agenda (National Defense University Press and Potomac Books, Inc., 2008)
Class Meetings

PART I: NATIONAL SECURITY IN A DANGEROUS WORLD

1. Introduction

A.  Methodology and Approach

· Scope and survey of the course

· Conceptual approaches to national security

B.  National Security for a New Republic

· Foundational documents and traditions

· Challenges facing the new state (great powers, western border, debt, etc.)

· Jefferson vs. Hamilton (agrarian traders vs. finance and industry)

· National traditions and attitudes; developing themes – trade and isolation

Readings: (made available to students beforehand if possible)

Viotti:
Declaration of Independence pg. 6,

Federalist Papers (chap 4)

The Constitution, pg. 20

2. Trends in security leading to World War II

A.   Evolution of the American experience
· Military Traditions

· Isolation vs. Engagement

B.   Developments in the early 20th Century

· Regional security vs. global ambitions

· American exceptionalism

Readings: 

Viotti:   Washington’s Farewell Address, pg. 144


The Monroe Doctrine, pg. 153


Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine, pg. 157


Wilson’s 14 points, pg. 167


Declaration of War (WW2), pg. 176.

Snow, Donald; “The American Experience”, from “National Security for a New Era (Chap 3)”

3.  Global War and Aftermath

A.   United States in the 2nd World War

· The fitful rise to Great Power status

· Causes and outcomes

· A nuclear end

B.   The (Un)Settlement

-
Yalta and Potsdam

- 
United Nations

- 
Global Trade Revisited

Readings:

Viotti:    The Yalta Conference, pg. 178


The United Nations Charter, pg. 354


The Potsdam Conference, pg. 182

Selection on the Bretton Woods agreements

4. Cold War – Building the Machine
A. The Global Situation

· Soviet expansion

· Economic crisis

· A Strategic Decision for Engagement

B. Institutions to Respond

· A Strategic Decision for Containment (and how to implement it)
· An Entangling Alliance

· A Reformed Government

Readings:

Viotti: George Kennan’s Long Telegram / Sources of Soviet Conduct, pg. 190, 201


The Truman Doctrine, pg. 197


The North Atlantic Treaty, pg. 380


National Security Act (amended), pg. 339

National Security Council Document 68, pg. 206

5. Nuclear Developments, and a Conventional Meltdown
A. Deterrence, and the Triumph of Technology

· Development of Strategic Weapon Systems

· Intelligence, surveillance, early warning

· Massive Retaliation, Cuba, Flexible Response, and MAD

B. Vietnam and National Security Reform

· Executive Power Re-examined

· Church Committee and congressional actions

· Reforming the Pentagon

Readings:

Viotti:  Statement by Secretary of State Dulles (1954), pg. 216


Eisenhower and the Military –Industrial Complex (1961), pg. 220


Kennedy’s Inaugural Address (1961), pg. 222


The US-Soviet Hot-Line Agreement (1963), pg. 308


Strategic Arms Limitation Treaty (SALT 1) (1972), pg. 274

War Powers Act (1973), pg. 95

Executive Order 12333: US Intelligence Activities (1981); pg. 238

- Hughes-Ryan Act

- Intelligence Oversight Act of 1980

- Goldwater Nichols Act

6. Ending the Cold War; its enduring legacy

A. The Soviet Crisis and Its Aftermath

· The Gorbachev period

· The nuclear breakthroughs

· Soviet collapse and a new Europe

B. Developments in the 1990s

· NATO expansion

· Yugoslavia

· China and the Asian economies

· Russia dormant
Readings:
Viotti:
START I and II; pgs. 282, 286

Nunn-Lugar and Cooperative Threat Reduction (1991) pg. 284

Dayton Peace Accords (1995), pg. 243

7.  A New Century; Mass Terror and Other Threats for a New Millennium

A. September 11, 2001

· Bin Ladin, al-Qaida and Afghanistan
· War in Iraq

B. Reform in Wartime

· Law Enforcement and Intelligence – Executive Order 13354
· Homeland Security

· Intelligence Reform

· Security and Civil Liberties

Readings:

Viotti:    USA Patriot Act (2001), pg. 133

2002 National Security Strategy (2002); pg. 244

Homeland Security Act (2002); pg. 342

“The Foundation of the New Terrorism”; Final Report of the National Commission on Terrorist Attacks on the United States (9/11 Commission Report); Chapter 2.

Intelligence Reform and Terrorism Prevention Act of 2004

PART II – UNDERSTANDING THE APPARATUS

8. The Branches of Government

A. Role of the Executive

· Constitutional Powers

· Advisory Groups

· Definitions and Expectations

B. Role of the Legislature

· Constitutional Powers

· Power of the Purse

· Committee Structures

C. Role of the Judiciary

· Constitutional Powers

Readings:

Snow; pg. 190-202

Edwards, George C., and Wayne, Stephen J, “Presidential Leadership: Politics and Policy Making”, pgs. 475-495

Jordan, Taylor and Korb; chap 6.

9.  The Means of Implementing Policy – Part 1

A.  Breakout and Function of the State Department

-
Organization

-
Bilateral Negotiations

-
Working with international organizations

-
Media, Culture and Public Diplomacy

B.  The Defense Establishment

-
Mission and Functions of the Armed Forces

-
Command and Control – Joint Staff and the Combatant Commands

-
Modern Concepts and Expectations

10.  The Means of Implementing Policy – Part 2

A. National Intelligence Community

· Central Intelligence Agency

· The Defense Intelligence Establishment

· Intelligence and Policy

· Covert Operations

B. Trade and Economics

· The Liberal Hegemony

· Foreign Assistance Act (1961); attempts to reform (2009)

· World Trade Organization

PART III – SECURITY CHALLENGES FOR THE PRESENT AND FUTURE

11.  Engaging the Great (and not-so-great) Powers

A. Allied Relations (NATO and European Partners, Pacific Rim Partners)

B. Russia

C. China

D. Iran

Readings:

Strategic Challenges, Chapter 6, 7.

12.  Terrorism, Technology Proliferation and Weapons of Mass Destruction

     A.  International terror – the existential threat?
     B.  Nuclear, Chemical and Biological technologies

     C. Transshipment networks

Readings:

Snow, 282-295

Cirincione, Wolfsthal and Rajkumar, “Deadly Arsenals: Nuclear, Biological and Chemical Threats”, Chapter 1.

Strategic Challenges, Chapter 2, 3. 

13.  Persistent Regional Challenges

A. Arab-Israeli Conflict

B. North Korea

C. South Asia
14.  The Coming Cyber Crisis

A. Does Network Security = National Security?

B. A multitude of actors

C. A emerging national response

Thomas, Timothy L., “Nation-State Cyber Strategies: Examples from China and Russia”, in Cyberpower and National Security, Chapter 20.

“Obama Outlines Coordinated Cyber Security Plan”, New York Times, 29 May 2009 http://www.nytimes.com/2009/05/30/us/politics/30cyber.html
“National Military Strategy for Cyberspace Operations”, US Department of Defense, November 2006.
