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General Course Description:

This course examines ethics, human inquiry that investigates the nature of the moral life, standards of right and wrong behavior, and the nature of human goods. Most fundamentally, ethics is a way of life—disciplined inquiry into some of the most basic modes of thought and action. Ethics is not mere puritanical counting up “dos” and “don’ts” but about our most basic values, hopes, and demands. As such, ethics as a field of study includes:
· the nature of the goods humans are to achieve through behavior 

· the sources of knowledge one has about these goods (via reason, intuition, revelation?)

· whether there is an objective moral order or whether morality is situation and culturally dependent

· the practices and habits one should undertake in order to act well
· the nature and scope of one’s duty and responsibility, and to whom those duties are owed

· the relationship of self to various communities (moral, political, ethnic)

· the application of theoretical moral norms to concrete situation—practical ethics

We will focus on exploring these major themes through a historical and theoretical examination of the major developments in ethics in the Western tradition. Religious and philosophical sources will be explored.
The course will be conducted mostly through discussion and in-depth analysis of the assigned readings, with some background lectures as appropriate. Students should be prepared to participate actively, based on a thoughtful reading of the texts.

Course Goals

· To explore and understand the intellectual, material, and historical development of ethics in the Western tradition.
· To understand the arguments ethical theorists made for how to envision human life and goods.
Expectations and Assignments

· You should strive to achieve the ideals of a liberal arts education: free and candid exchange of ideas, rigorous critique of claims, and toleration for considering variant positions.

· Thoughtful reading of the texts in preparation for the class is expected and essential.

· Students should be prepared to participate actively in each week’s seminar discussions. Participation in class is worth 10% of your grade. 

· Students are expected to be ‘ready’ to participate at each moment, including ‘being called upon’ and to discuss and analyze the arguments of particular texts. I will take note of students who do well, poorly, or are not adequately prepared for class. To receive the full credit for class participation, students do not need to ask brilliant questions or answer questions correctly in all circumstances; rather, the credit will be received when it is clear that a good faith attempt has been made by the student to read and comprehend the material and the student can ask reasonable questions about the material, even if they may on occasion not be perfectly correct in their understanding of a particular case or issue. If it is clear that students did not make a good faith effort to read and understand material, and do not make a good faith effort to participate in class (either in passing when directly asked a question or in never voluntarily contributing on their own), then they will receive reduced or no credit for class participation.

· Class Presentations: Each week, one or two students may volunteer (or may be assigned) to undertake the task of co-leading the class discussion. We will discuss this more in class, but in general, your task will be to help present an overview of key themes and issues from the reading and pose questions which the class should consider, as related to the topic of the course. Brief handouts are encouraged. Depending on the flow of class discussions, this may not be necessary.
· This participation portion of the grade will take into account familiarity with the readings, your active and keen questioning of the text and your colleagues, attendance, your time as a discussion leader, and the quality of your class participation in general.

· You may use your Laptop Computers in class for note-taking, for looking up relevant items on the web related to class issues, and for referring to related class readings. All other uses of laptops during class time are unacceptable.

· Students must adhere to the principles of conduct set forth in the Georgetown University Honor System unconditionally. I assume you have read the honor code material located at www.georgetown.edu/honor, and in particular have read the following documents: Honor Council Pamphlet, “What is Plagiarism?”, “Sanctioning Guidelines”, and “Expedited Sanctioning Process.”  

· Submitting material in fulfillment of the requirements of this course means that you have abided by the Georgetown honor pledge:

· In the pursuit of the high ideals and rigorous standards of academic life, I commit myself to respect and uphold the Georgetown Honor System: To be honest in any academic endeavor, and to conduct myself honorably, as a responsible member of the Georgetown community, as we live and work together.

· Any sign of violations, including plagiarism, dishonesty, or cheating will be referred to the Honor Council and your Dean(s). 

· Any incident of plagiarism will constitute a failure in the assignment and zero credit for that portion of the grade. More severe sanctions may be administered by the Honor Council.

· Attend the class sessions. If you have a legitimate excuse, I need to know it (by email). Otherwise, be there. Legitimate excuses include illness, family situation, or other events or responsibilities that may occasionally draw you away from a regular class meeting. To be legitimate, I need to know about it beforehand, or it may be deemed legitimate if I receive a notice from your dean, in the case of more serious issues. 

· Attendance will be recorded at each class. 

· Excused absences do not yield a grade penalty, although I reserve the right to impose reasonable “make-up” meetings or assignments to ensure that the covered material is satisfactorily understood. 

· You will be penalized for unexcused absences. Penalties for unexcused absences are as follows:

· 1

1 grade down (e.g. a B reduced to a C)

· 2 or more unexcused absences will constitute a failure to complete the requirements of the course satisfactorily. Any student who misses more than two class sessions, including online sessions and assignments, for any reason may be involuntarily dropped from the course.
· Complete the written assignments, by the due date. 
· Three 5-6 page papers that focus on issues raised within a particular section of the class. I will pose multiple questions and students will select one to respond to. Each initial paper will be worth 20% of your grade for a total of 60% of your grade for the 3 individual assignments.

· One final paper of 9-10 pages will be worth 30% of your grade.
· More details about the topic of the individual assignments will be discussed in class.  

· Papers, insofar as they need citations, will conform to the citation style outlined by Turabian and/or the Chicago Manual of Style. 

· Late submissions will be penalized at a 1 grade step down (e.g. a B reduced to a B-) for every 3 hours the assignment is late. 

· No Incompletes will be granted except in exceptional circumstances warranted by a family or medical emergency. Arrangements will be made with the appropriate dean and all work will have to be completed by January 15, 2011.

· Request for Accommodation based on a physical, emotional or cognitive disability will be referred to the Academic Resource Center. The center’s staff will assess the extent of any disability and recommend appropriate accommodations. If you believe you have a disability, then you should contact the Academic Resource Center at 202-687-8354 (arc@georgetown.edu) for further information. The Center is located in the Leavey Center, Suite 335. The Academic Resource Center is the campus office responsible for reviewing documentation provided by students with disabilities and for determining reasonable accommodations in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and University policies.

Readings

The seminar will involve close textual readings and discussion. Students are expected to attend class with the readings. Some readings will be distributed via email in .pdf format (and may be distributed as well in hard copy format). The following books are available for purchase at the Leavey Center Bookstore:
1. Sophocles, Antigone, David Grene, trans., Chicago, 2nd edition, 0-226-30792-1
2. Plato, Gorgias, Donald Zeyl, trans., Hackett, 0-87220-016-7
3. John Stuart Mill, The Basic Writings of John Stuart Mill, Modern Library Classics, 0-375-75918-2 
4. Immanuel Kant, Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals, ed. Mary Gregor, Cambridge, 0-521-62695-1

5. Alphonso Lingis, The Community of Those Who Have Nothing in Common, Indiana University Press, 9780253208521
6. Paul Tillich, Morality and Beyond, Westminster John Knox
Schedule

Week 1 (September 8):



Introduction: The Goal of Ethics; Logistics of the Course

Week 2 (September 15):

Classical Theory: the Pre-Socratics and Socrates
· Pre-Socratic fragments (the Sophists: Protagoras, Gorgias, Antiphon, Critias) (pdf selection—6 pages)
· Sophocles, Antigone  (book for purchase, selections)
· Plato, Gorgias  (book for purchase, selections)
Week 3 (September 22):

Classical Theory: Aristotle
· Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics (pdf selection—40 pages)

· Aristotle, Politics (pdf selection—30 pages)
*first paper topic assigned
Week 4 (September 29): 

 Classical Theory: Stoics and Cicero
· Epictetus, The Discourses (pdf selection—22 pages)
· Seneca, On the Private Life (pdf selection—6 pages)

· Cicero, On the Good Life (pdf selection—50 pages)

· Cicero, On Duties (pdf selection—30 pages)
*first paper due by midnight September 30
Week 5 (October 6): 

Christian Ethics: Jesus and the Sermon on the Mount, Augustine, the Monastic Tradition
· Christian Scriptures ((pdf selection of The Gospel of Matthew and the Letter to the Romans—15 pages)

· Augustine, On Grace and Free Will (pdf selection—20 pages)

· Augustine, Confessions (pdf selection—30 pages)

· Augustine, On the Good of Marriage (pdf selection—15 pages)

· St. Benedict, The Rule of St. Benedict (pdf selection—15 pages)

· St. Francis, The Little Flowers of St. Francis (pdf selection—15 pages)
Week 6 (October 13): 



Christian Ethics: Thomas Aquinas
· Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologica (pdf selection—52 pages)

Week 7 (October 20):



Christian Ethics: Reformation and Protestant Ethics
· Martin Luther, On the Bondage of the Will  (pdf selection—29 pages)
· Martin Luther, The Freedom of the Christian (pdf selection—26 pages)
· Erasmus, On Free Will (pdf selection—35 pages)
· The Schleitheim Confession of Faith (pdf selection—7 pages)
*second paper topic assigned

Week 8 (October 27):
 


Modern Ethics: Hume’s Skepticism
· David Hume, Treatise of Human Nature (pdf selection—35 pages)

· David Hume, An Enquiry Concerning the Principles of Morals (pdf selection—43 pages)
*second paper due by midnight October 28
Week 9 (November 3):
Modern Ethics: Kant and Moral Realism
· Immanuel Kant, The Groundwork for the Metaphysics of Morals (book for purchase)
Week 10 (November 10): 

Modern Ethics: Mill and Utilitarianism
· John Stuart Mill, On Liberty (selections) and Utilitarianism in The Basic Writings of John Stuart Mill  (book for purchase)
Week 11 (November 17):


Recent Ethics: Caritas in Veritate (pdf handout of encyclical)
*third paper topic assigned

Week 12 (November 24):



Recent Ethics: New Natural Law Theory
· Robert George, Making Men Moral (pdf selection—56 pages)
*third paper due by midnight November 28
Week 13 (December 1):

Recent Ethics: Paul Tillich, Morality and Beyond  (book for purchase)
Week 14 (December 8):

Recent Ethics: Alphonso Lingis, The Community of Those Who Have Nothing in Common (book for purchase)
